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Freeland appointed Foreign Minister 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukrainian Canadian Chrystia 
Freeland was promoted to Foreign 
Minister in the cabinet shuffle an- 
nounced by Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau on January 10. 

Freeland, who previously served 
as International Trade Minister, dur- 
ing which time she negotiated the 
Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agree- 
ment as well as well as overcoming 
a last-minute obstacle from the Bel- 
gian region of Wallonia to success- 
fully reach a free trade agreement 
with the European Union, replaces 
Stephane Dion, who announced he 
is retiring from politics. 

A fierce critic of Russian dicta- 
tor Vladimir Putin, Freeland was 
one of 13 Canadians banned from 
travelling to Russia under retalia- 
tory sanctions imposed by Putin 
in March 2014, to which she he 
replied through her official Twit- 
ter feed, “Love Russ lang/culture, 
loved my yrs in Moscow; but it’s 
an honour to be on Putin’s sanction 
list, esp in company of friends (for- 
mer Justice Minister Irwin) Cotler 
& (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
National President Paul) Grod.” 

In one of her first acts as Foreign 
Minister she bluntly rejected a Rus- 
sian offer to take her off the sanc- 
tions list inreturn for removing one 
of the Russians on Canada’s list. 

“There is no quid pro quo for 
aggression and illegal action on 
their part,” said Freeland’s spokes- 
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man Joseph Pickerill in an email to 
media outlets. 

During a press conference, right 
after her swearing in ceremony, 
Freeland was asked whether her 
criticisms of Putin and her support 
for Ukraine will it make it more 
difficult to have diplomatic rela- 
tions with Russia, to which she re- 
plied: 

“As the Prime Minister has said, 
I know Russia well. I lived in Mos- 
cow for four years and really, really 
enjoyed it. I have a really deep love 
for the Russian language and Rus- 
sian culture. Iam a very strong sup- 
porter of our government’s view 
that it is important to engage with 
all countries around the world very 
much, including Russia and so I 
feel with my background in Russia 
I am going to be well positioned to 
be a member of our government’s 
engagement there.” 

When a reporter posed the fol- 
low-up comment: “You just can’t 
travel there though,” Freeland re- 
plied: “That’s a question for Mos- 
cow.” 

In addition to English and Rus- 
sian, Freeland also speaks Ukrain- 
ian, Italian and French fluently, 
although she apologized for her 
French during the press confer- 
ence, telling journalists it’s her fifth 
and worst language. 

Her appointment was applauded 
by the UCC. 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, I congratu- 
late Minister Freeland on her ap- 
pointment as Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. We have every confidence 
that Minister Freeland will con- 
tinue to serve Canada capably, 
honourably and skillfully on the 
world stage,” stated UCC National 
President Paul Grod in a media re- 
lease. 

“During this time of global in- 
stability, it is crucial that Canada 
remain a world leader in countering 
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Chrystia Freeland is sworn in as Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Russian aggression in Ukraine, and 
Russian threats to Euro-Atlantic 
stability. Canada has displayed 
leadership in NATO’s deterrence 
efforts in Eastern Europe by de- 
ploying troops to Latvia; provid- 
ing training to Ukrainian soldiers 
through Operation Unifier, and 
leading efforts to impose costs on 
Russia for its aggression,” he add- 
ed. 

“Throughout her public service, 
Minister Freeland has consistently 
demonstrated a commitment to as- 
sisting the people and government 
of Ukraine as they bravely battle 
against Russia’s invasion and im- 
plement a comprehensive reform 
program,” stated Thor Michal- 


chyshyn, Chief Executive Offi- 
cer of the UCC. “The UCC looks 


Chrystia Freeland 5 January 8, 2017 Twitter post: “It was wonderful to 
Join family, friends, & Ukrainian-Canadians for Christmas carols” 


forward to working with Minister 
Freeland on continuing to strength- 
en ties and relations between Can- 
ada and Ukraine.” 

A senior government source told 
CBC News reporter Aaron Wherry 
Freeland was the right person for 
what is now a very difficult job. 

“She probably walks into that 
job with a broader and deeper net- 
work of alliances than anyone since 
[Lester B.] Pearson,” he said. 

“Tt’s a bold appointment,” Domi- 
nique Arel, an associate professor 
and the chair of Ukrainian studies 
at the University of Ottawa told 
CBC News reporter Murray Brew- 
ster. “Symbolically, it is a very, 
very bold move.” 

He said Freeland, whose mater- 
nal grandparents were Ukrainian, 
“has been outspoken and articulate 
on the Ukraine question.” 

Ukraine’s ambassador to Canada, 
Andriy Shevchenko, told Brewster 
he believes Freeland’s appointment 
means Canada will continue to 
stand fast when it comes to sanc- 
tions, imposed by the former Con- 
servative government and recently 
enhanced by the Liberals. 

He added that President Petro 
Poroshenko telephoned Freeland 
to congratulate her, but no one in 
Kyiv is expecting the country will 
get a free ride because she knows it 
so well. 

“She knows our strong sides and 
our drawbacks,” Shevchenko said. 
“She knows quite well the Ukrain- 
ian elite. She knows quite well the 
corruption we have been fighting. I 
think we can expect a very strong, 
sincere and honest conversation 
between the two countries.” 

Conservative foreign affairs crit- 
ic Peter Kent also praised her ap- 


pointment, but said he hopes Free- 
land doesn’t soften her stance now 
that she’s foreign affairs minister. 

“She’s a smart, articulate per- 
son,’ Kent told Laura Payton, 
CTV’s Ottawa News Bureau On- 
line Producer 

“T’m hoping that Minister Free- 
land can convince [the prime min- 
ister] that some of these positions 
on Russia, on Syria, on the Middle 
East, on China, need to be re- 
directed or significantly adjusted,” 
he added, noting the Conservatives 
believe the Liberals have been too 
muted when it comes to raising 
concerns about human rights abus- 
es in China. 

Roland Paris, a former foreign 
affairs adviser to Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, who is now the 
University of Ottawa’s research 
chair in international security and 
governance, told Payton Freeland 
is persuasive both in private and in 
public. 

“T’ve been impressed by both her 
strategic sense and her tirelessness 
and tenacity as both a diplomat and 
a negotiator,” Paris told CT VNews. 
ca. 

“J think her understanding of 
Russia and Europe actually is a 
great strength at this moment, at a 
moment of flux in international af- 
fairs where Canada’s going to have 
to maintain its positions in a num- 
ber of different areas and adjust to 
new circumstances.” 

When it comes to dealing 
with U.S. president-elect Donald 
Trump’s pick for secretary of state, 
former ExxonMobil CEO Rex 
Tillerson, Paris said Freeland’s 
background as a business journalist 
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Для України є важливими вибори 
у Німеччині й Франції - експерт 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Чи підтримуватиме Євросоюз 
Україну i чи далі продовжу- 
ватиме санкції проти Росії за 
анексію нею українського Криму 
й окупацію частини українського 
Донбасу - саме це турбує Київ 
у зв'язку з прийдешніми вибо- 
рами у ключових державах ЄС: 
Франції та Німеччині. Адже, 
окрім вагомої ролі у структурах 
Євросоюзу, Франція та ФРН є 
співзасновниками та учасниками 
різноформатних переговорів з вре- 
гулювання конфлікту на Донбасі 
та реінтеграції АРК до України. 

Варто було президентові 
Євросоюзу Жан-Клоду Юнкеру 
в інтерв'ю Euronews заявити, 
що вибори президента Франції 
та парламентські вибори у 
Німеччині наступного року жод- 
ним чином не загрожують май- 
бутньому Європейського Союзу, 
як учасниця «президентської 
гонитви», лідерка ультраправо- 
го «Народного фронту» Франції 
Марін Jie Пен повідомила 
ЗМІ, що нібито анексія Росією 
українського Криму не була «не- 
законною» і що сама вона вважає 
Крим «російською» територією. 

У Києві відреагували блиска- 
вично: Міністерство закордонних 
справ висловило обурення через 
заяви Ле Пен, а в СБУ припу- 
стили. що можуть вжити заходів 
щодо Марін Ле Пен у зв'язку 
з | фактичним | виправданням 
нею анексії Росією Криму. СБУ 
надіслала лист на адресу МЗС 
України щодо можливості заборо- 
нити в'їзд в Україну кандидату в 
президенти Франції, лідеру партії 
«Національний фронт» Марін Ле 
Пен. Про це в інтерв'ю телеканалу 
«112 Україна» повідомив керівник 
апарату СБУ Олександр Ткачук. 

Українські експерти зазначають, 
що ризики втратити підтримку з 
боку Євросоюзу внаслідок перемо- 
ги «симпатиків» президента Росії 
Володимира Путіна існують, тож 
Києву варто готуватись до змін у 
спілкуванні з європейськими пар- 
тнерами. Про це у розмові з Радіо 
Свобода розповів провідний ек- 
сперт Інституту світової політики 
Сергій Солодкий. 

«Чого можна очікувати, так 
це приходу небажаних для 
нас лідерів у ключові країни 
внаслідок виборів. Важливи- 
ми є президентські вибори у 
Франції й особливо важливими 
в європейському контексті для 
України є вибори у Німеччині. 
Від них дуже багато буде залежа- 
ти. Від відповідей французьких 
і німецьких виборців залежати- 
муть відповіді на запитання, чи 
прийде Захід до усвідомлення 
того, що потрібно стояти, пере- 
конливо i рішуче, на захисті 
міжнародного права, що не тре- 
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таміністри закордонних справ Німеччини та Франції Франк-Вальтер 
Штайнмаєр (справа) та Жан-Марк Ейро. Київ, вересень 2016 року. 


ба боятись iTH на крайні заходи 
для зупинки агресивних дій, 30- 
крема, у нашому випадку, Росії», 
- каже Солодкий. 

Не менш серйозними є по- 
боювання українських експертів 
і у питанні щодо продовження 
економічних санкцій проти Росії 
після червня 2017 року. Як за- 
значають фахівці, єдність щодо 
санкцій проти Росії, яку поки 
що вдалося зберегти, не означає, 
що тримати її на відповідному 
рівні вдаватиметься і надалі. В 
першу чергу - через прихід до 
влади або посилення позицій 
«друзів Путіна», посилення 
внутрішніх політичних факторів 
і все більшу зосередженість 
країн Євросоюзу на своїх влас- 
них Ta загальноєвропейських 
проблемах (міграційна криза 
тощо). Україні у роботі з ЄС 
для продовження санкцій щодо 
Росії варто мати на увазі над- 
звичайну слабкість Євросоюзу 
як об'єднання станом на цей час, 
зазначив Солодкий. 

Ще одна проблема, пов'язана 
з виборами у Франції 
Німеччині, - це перспектива за- 
провадження «безвізу» для гро- 
мадян України з боку Євросоюзу. 
Як зазначила політичний 
аналітик Фонду «Демократичні 
ініціативи» Марія Золкіна у про- 
гнозах на 2017 рік, питання — чи 
отримають українці безвізовий 
режим для в'їзду в ЄС - наразі 
залишається відкритим. 
Відтермінування «безвізу» 
можливе саме через вибори у 
країнах - ключових гравцях на 


європейському політичному 
полі, вважає експерт. 
«Спроби відтермінувати 


важливі рішення пов'язані, зно- 
ву ж таки, з внутрішніми пробле- 
мами в окремих країнах-членах 
ЄС, зокрема, майбутніми ви- 
борами у Німеччині та особли- 
во у Франції. Тобто, так само, 
як у випадку із референду- 
мом у Нідерландах, внутрішні 
політичні дискусії між різними 
політичними силами ведуться 
в такий спосіб, який впливає 


та 


на зовнішні зобов'язання 
Євросоюзу загалом», - наголо- 
сила Золкіна. 

Якщо Україна не отримає 
безвізовий режим у квітні 2017 
року, існує серйозна загроза, що 
питання «безвізу» взагалі по- 
ставлять на паузу мінімум до за- 
вершення виборів у Німеччині 
восени цього року. А якою буде 
ситуація за нового очільника 
Франції 1 нової «композиції» 
німецького парламенту — питан- 
ня відкрите, стверджує Золкіна. 

Для України за будь-яких змін 
у політичному полі Євросоюзу 
важливо зберегти політичну 
стабільність й поступове 
економічне зростання, відстояти 
власні євроінтеграційні прагнен- 
ня і здолати зовнішнього агре- 
сора. Такі завдання для України 
на 2017 рік озвучив київський 
політолог, історик Олександр 
Палій. На його думку, взаємини 
між Україною та Євросоюзом 
визначають не окремі політики 
чи політичні сили, а Угода про 
асоціацію, яка є результатом 
спільної | праці | українських 
та | європейських | політиків, 
дипломатів, економістів. 

«Розірвати цю угоду з ініціативи 
когось з партнерів буде вкрай 
складно. З іншого боку, наша 
взаємодія (з Євросоюзом - ред.) 
виглядає як більш односторон- 
ня - тобто Україна далі буде от- 
римувати підтримку у реформах, 
якісь консультації і наради тощо. 
Інституційний | механізм | для 
співпраці достатньо глибокий. З 
іншого боку, потрясіння, які тра- 
пляються в європейських країнах 
достатньо часто через вибори, - 
це регулярна річ, яка відбувалась 
i буде відбуватись постійно. I ми 
в Україні до цього маємо бути 
готовими», - зазначив Палій у 
коментарі для Радіо Свобода. 

Наразі, на думку експерта, 
українська влада i спільнота 
повинні переконати партнерів 
в ЄС у важливості місця і ролі 
України в європейській системі 
безпеки, в європейській політиці 
та економіці. 


Печерський суд дозволив затримати Януковича 


(Радіо  Свобода)- «Печерський 
райсуд Києва дозволив затримати 
колишнього президента України 


Віктора Януковича у - справі 
про незаконне | позбавлення 
волі | помічника  предстоятеля 


Української православної церкви 
(Московського патріархату) 
Олександра Драбинка. Відповідне 
рішення опубліковано в Єдиному 
державному реєстрі | судових 
рішень. У цьому рішенні Янукович 


названий «підозрюваним... 
уродженцем міста | Єнакієве 
Донецької області». 

Суд у цій справі дозволив 


затримати нелише Януковича, а й 
колишнього міністра внутрішніх 
справ Віталія Захарченка (він 
фігурує як «уродженець міста 
Костянтинівка Донецької 
області»), а також колишнього 


начальника /| столичної міліції 
Валерія Коряка («уродженець 
міста Макіївка Донецької 
області»). 

У грудні 2016 року у 
справі викрадення 1 Драбинка 
Генеральна прокуратура 


оголосила про підозру п'ятьом 
фігурантам. Серед них є екс- 
президент Віктор 0 Янукович, 


колишній міністр внутрішніх 
справ Олександр Захарченко та 
колишній начальник київської 
міліції Валерій Коряк. 


Від травня 2014 року 
Генпрокуратура проводить 
розслідування за фактом 
перевищення влади і 
службових повноважень 
високопосадовцями, зокрема 
Вадимом |  Новинським, при 
незаконному позбавленні 
волі Драбинка.  Новинський 
підозрюється | у співучасті. 
Депутат справу проти себе 


називає сфабрикованою. 
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Obama extends Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. President 
Barack Obama on January ІЗ ex- 
tended all U.S. sanctions on Russia 
over its annexation of Crimea and 
aggression in Ukraine by one year 
through March 2018. 

The move appears designed to 
make it harder for U.S. President- 
elect Donald Trump to roll back the 
sanctions after Obama leaves office 
on January 20. Trump has said he 
wants to improve relations with Rus- 
sia and would take a second look at 


the sanctions, although several of his 
chosen cabinet members said this 
week that they support the sanctions. 

In extending the sanctions, which 
were due to expire in March 2017, 
Obama said the Russian govern- 
ment and other people апа organ- 
izations targeted by the sanctions 
have “undermined democratic pro- 
cesses and institutions in Ukraine” 
by their “use of force in Ukraine” 
and thereby “threaten its peace, 
security, stability, sovereignty, and 


territorial integrity.” 

Because of the threat to Ukraine, 
Obama said, Russia’s actions “pose 
an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States.” 

The European Union has paral- 
lel sanctions on Russia that are due 
to expire in July. Italy and other 
EU members have said they would 
push to end the sanctions, especial- 
ly if Trump carries out a softening 
of U.S. policy towards Russia. 


Trump open to lifting Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump told The Wall Street 
Journal that he will keep U.S. sanc- 
tions against Russia in place for now 
but is open to lifting them if Russia 
is helpful to the United States. 

In an hour-long interview pub- 
lished on January 13, Trump also 
said he is not committed to a “one 
China” policy on Taiwan that has 
been in place for decades, reopen- 
ing a major issue that Beijing has 


regarded as a nonnegotiable matter. 

With regards to both Russia and 
China, Trump suggested that he 
will use previous U.S. policies as 
leverage to gain concessions that 
he is seeking on trade, the battle 
against terrorists, and other issues 
from the nation’s two biggest stra- 
tegic rivals. 

While he said he would keep 
sanctions intact on Russia “at least 
for a period of time,” he said that 


could change: “If you get along and 
if Russia is really helping us, why 
would anybody have sanctions 
if somebody’s doing some really 
great things?” 

On China, Trump said that until 
he sees progress from Beijing on 
correcting what he views as lop- 
sided trade and currency policies 
towards the United States, “every- 
thing is under negotiation, includ- 
ing One China.” 


U.S. senators look to cement sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—A bipartisan group 
of U.S. senators is pushing new 
legislation that would cement into 
U.S. law the sanctions imposed 
on Russia for its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. 

The legislation, introduced 
January 10, could make it harder 
for the incoming administration 
of President-elect Donald Trump 
to lift the sanctions imposed by 
President Barack Obama following 
the 2014 annexation. 

The sponsors of the measure 
‘include 10 Republican and Demo- 
cratic senators, which gives it more 
of a chance of passing the Repub- 
lican-controlled Senate. A similar 
measure is being drafted in the 
House of Representatives. 

The bill would also fortify the 
sanctions Obama announced last 
month against Russian govern- 
ment officials and entities accused 
of carrying out a hacking campaign 
to influence the U.S. presidential 
election. 

“We should all be alarmed’ by 
Russian attacks on our nation,” 
said Senator John McCain (Repub- 


lican-Arizona), one of the leading 
critics of Russia in Congress and 
chairman of the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee. 

Many Republican lawmakers 
have been critical of the Obama 
administration for not doing more 
sooner to respond to Russian hack- 
ing. McCain asserted that Obama’s 
actions had emboldened Moscow 
over the years. 

“This appearance of weakness 
has been provocative to our adver- 
saries,’” McCain said. 

Other items in the bill call for 
setting up a unit within the Treas- 
ury Department’s financial crimes 
offices to target illicit money trails 
linked to Russia. The legislation 
also mandates sanctions in Russia’s 
energy sector and on investments 
in the development of civil nuclear 
projects. 

The legislation came one day be- 
fore Trump’s nominee for secretary 
of state faced his first Senate con- 
firmation hearing. 

Rex Tillerson has voiced a more 
conciliatory approach to Russia 
and expressed doubts about the 


Ukraine-related sanctions. 

The punitive measures hurt 
ExxonMobil, the global oil giant 
where Tillerson previously served 
as CEO. 

“T think you’re going to find that 
there’s going to be a great deal of 
interest as to whether Mr. Tillerson 
understands that he is no longer 
going to be CEO of ExxonMobil 
but that he’s going to be secretary 
of state, the nation’s top diplomat,” 
Senator Ben Cardin (Democrat- 
Maryland) told reporters. 

Obama used executive orders to 
target Russia with several waves 
of Ukraine-related sanctions that 
Trump could undo immediately 
upon becoming president on Janu- 
ary 20. 

The text of the legislation was 
not immediately available. But 
Cardin was quoted by Politico as 
saying that the bill could include a 
national security waiver commonly 
included in sanctions legislation. 

‘That would allow the president 
to waive sanctions if doing so is 
deemed to be in the U.S. national 
interest. 


Freeland appointed Foreign Minister 


Cont. from P. 1 


will make her comfortable sitting 
across the table from him. з» 

“She understands them [business 
leaders] and I think that she’s not 
daunted by people in those pos- 
itions at all. She’s familiar with 
them. And having just been the 
trade minister means that she’s also 
very familiar with the key Canada- 
U.S. economic issues, and she’!I be 
able to hit the-ground running from 
day one,” Paris said. 

A proud Ukrainian Canadian, 
Minister Freeland has been active 
in our community since childhood. 
Born in Peace River, Alberta, she 
began a distinguished career in 
journalism in Ukraine, writing 
for the Financial Times, Wash- 


ington Post and The Economist. 
She served as deputy editor of the 
Globe and Mail and editor-at-large 
of Reuters. She was first elected to 
Canada’s Parliament in 2013. 

Her grandfather, Mychailo 
Chomiak was a former editor of 
Ukrainian News and worked as co- 
editor with current editor, Marco 
Levytsky in 1982 — 1983. 

Freeland is the author of Sale of 
a Century: The Inside Story of the 
Second Russian Revolution (2000) 
and Plutocrats: The Rise of the 
New Global Super-Rich and the 
Fall of Everyone Else (2012). 

She is the recipient of the pres- 
tigious Lionel Gelber Award and 
the 2013 National Business Book 
Award. 

Freeland studied at Harvard Uni- 


versity where she received a B.A. 
in History and Literature. 

She continued her studies on a 
Rhodes Scholarship at Oxford Uni- 
versity, where she completed her 
Master’s of studies degree. 
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Ілюстраційне фото. Атака «Беркута» на протестувальників nid час Революції гідності 


Суд не взяв під варту двох 
екс-беркутівців, звинувачених 
у розгоні Майдану 


Аліна Швидко, Радіо Свобода 

Шевченківський районний суд Києва не за- 
довольнив клопотання потерпілих про зміну 
запобіжного заходу BOM колишнім бійцям 
спецпідрозділу «Беркут» Андрію Дидюку та 
Євгену Антонову з особистих зобов'язань на три- 
мання під вартою. У відповідь на це потерпілі за- 
явили про відвід судді та про зв'язок судді Олени 
Мелєшак із «терористичною організацією Януко- 
вича». Наступнє засідання у цій справі відбудеться 
лише після вирішення, чи буде суддя й надалі ве- 
сти це кримінальне провадження. 

Потерпілі під час протестів 30 листопада 2013 
року давно заявляли про затягування справи - 
обвинувачені колишні бійці спецпідрозділу «Бер- 
кут» декілька разів не з'являлися на засідання. 
Їхні адвокати стверджували, що вони перебувають 
на лікарняному, проте на засіданні 30 листопада 
минулого року, на якому Андрій Дидюк та Євген 
Антонов були відсутні через нібито через хворобу, 
захист не мав із собою документів, пояснивши це 
тим, що вони не встигли взяти їх у лікарні. 

На думку потерпілих, така поведінка - навмисне 
затягування розгляду справи. Крім того, за їхнім 
твердженням, захист так і не надав повноцінних 
доказів про те, що їхні підопічні дійсно хворіли 
у цей час. Саме тому вони звернулися до суду із 
клопотанням про зміну запобіжного заходу колиш- 
ньому заступнику командира «Беркуту» Андрію 
Дидюку та колишньому командиру роти Євгену 
Антонову з перебування під домашнім арештом на 
тримання під вартою. 

«Попередній запобіжній захід дає їм можливість 
уникати судочинства», - зазначив представник 
потерпілих Олександер Башук. 

Водночас, на судовому засіданні у справі 11 
січня обвинувачені, а також їхні адвокати запевня- 
ли, що вони надали суду всі необхідні довідки про 
проходження лікування. 

У залі суду один із обвинувачених Андрій Ди- 
дюк також заявив про те, що їм не має сенсу затя- 
гувати справу. 

«Я за цей весь час нічого не порушував, завж- 
ди з'являвся на суди, а те, що виникла ситуація 
зі здоров'ям, на це є відповідні довідки, я надав 
те, що мені особисто міг надати заклад, у якому 
я проходив лікування. Якщо треба щось більше, я 
не можу більше щось взяти, - нехай прокуратура 
затребує, більш розширені дані... це ж не від мене 
залежить. В нас немає на меті затягувати цей про- 
цес, ми в цьому не зацікавлені», - сказав Андрій 
Дидюк у залі суду. 

Підсудні також заявили, WO клопотання 
потерпілих «необгрунтоване та надумане». 

Натомість прокуратура підтримала клопотан- 
ня потерпілих, але за словами прокурора у справі 
Валентина Хавіна, станом на зараз, він не бачить 
підстав для ініціювання зміни запобіжного заходу 
колишнім бійцям «Беркуту». 

Сама ж суддя Олена Мелєшак сказала, що 
клопотання взяти під варту Антонова та Дидю- 

ка не базується на достатніх доказах. Вона не 


підтримала клопотання про зміну запобіжного 
заходу, аргументуючи це тим, що обставини про 
наявність ризиків, пов'язаних із перебуванням 
обвинувачених під особистим зобов'язанням, не 
були доведені. 

У відповідь на таке рішення судді потерпілі ого- 
лосили про відвід Олени Мелєшак від справи. За 
словами одного з потерпілих Ігоря Сіренка, вони 
не можуть бути впевнені в неупередженості судді, 
адже вона, за їхнім твердженням, відповідальна 
за неправомірні рішення Шевченківського район- 
ного суду щодо активістів Майдану під час подій 
Революції гідності, адже тоді була його головою. 

«Януковичем була створена злочинна терори- 
стична організація з метою узурпації влади, згор- 
тання свободи в Україні та в кінцевому рахунку 
позбавлення України незалежності. Все це треба 
розглядати в цьому контексті. Беркутівці вхо- 
дили в одне крило цього угруповання, а судді, 
в тому числі суддя Мєлєшак, яка була головою 
Шевченківського суду і яку в 2012 році з Донба- 
су перевів у Київ Янукович, входила в інше крило. 
Вона керувала під час Майдану Шевченківським 
судом і Шевченківський суд виносив завідомо 
неправомірні рішення стосовно автомайданівців. 
Виходить так, якщо це була одна й та сама зло- 
чинна організація, то як суддя Мелєшак може су- 
дити беркутівців, які входили в інше крило цієї ж 
злочинної організації», - каже потерпілий. 

У відповідь на це Олена Menemak заяви- 
ла, що жодного активіста Майдану, щодо якого 
були складені адміністративні правопорушення 
30 листопада 2013 року, не було притягнуто до 
відповідальності. 

«По подіях 30 листопада 2013 року жодна осо- 
ба, щодо якої правоохоронними органами скла- 
далися адміністративні протоколи, і жодна особа, 
яка була доставлена до Шевченківського суду для 
розгляду зазначених адміністративних протоколів, 
не була притягнена суддями Шевченкіського рай- 
онного суду до відповідальності, щодо жодної 
особи не було застосовано жодного стягнення, а 
всі протоколи та зазначені обставини були визнані 
неправомірними та було вказано, що люди були 
невинуваті», - сказала Олена Мелєшак у залі суду 
після оголошення про відвід. 

Наступне судове засідання у справі про розгін 
активістів 30 листопада 2013 року мало відбутися 
наступної середи. Проте суддя Menemak оголосила 
перерву на невизначений термін до вирішення питан- 
ня про відвід. На думку захисту колишніх беркутівців, 
процес затягується саме через дії потерпілих. 

«Це вже дев'ята заява про відвід судді від 
потерпілих. Я вважаю, що дана заява ніякого 
обгрунтування не має - суто для затягування спра- 
ви. Навіть якщо суддю відведуть, то, виходить, ми 
почнемо процес від самого початку. Тож я вважаю, 
що представник потерпілих це робить умисно, я не 
можу зрозуміти, чого вони таким чином хочуть до- 
сягти», - зауважив адвокат Геннадій Коник. 

За словами адвоката, процес є пріоритетним, 
засідання по ньому відбуваються кожного тижня. 
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Tillerson takes firm stance on 
‘resurgent’ Russia in Senate hearing 


By Carl Schreck, 

(RFE/RL)—U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump’s nominee for sec- 
retary of state has portrayed Russia 
as a dangerous and destabilizing 
global actor that disregards U.S. 
interests, but said Moscow is “not 
unpredictable” and that Washing- 
ton must improve its understanding 
of the Kremlin’s thinking. 

In a January 11 confirmation 
hearing focusing largely on Russia, 
former ExxonMobil Chairman and 
CEO Rex Tillerson told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that 
Russia “poses a danger” and that 
U.S. allies had a right to be alarmed 
about a “resurgent Russia.” 

“While Russia seeks respect and 
relevance on the global stage, its 
recent activities have disregarded 
America’s interests,” Tillerson, 
the recipient of a state friendship 
award from President Vladimir 
Putin, added in prepared opening 
remarks to lawmakers. 

The hearing comes amid scrutiny 
of the ties that Tillerson, 64, has 
had with the Russian government 
based on ExxonMobil’s extensive 
business dealings in the country. 

These included an Arctic de- 
velopment deal with state-owned 
oil giant Rosneft that was halted 
after Washington imposed sanc- 
tions on Russia in response to 
its 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and backing 
of armed separatists in eastern 
Ulzaine. 

His confirmation hearing also 
comes in the wake of allegations 
by US. intelligence that Russia 
used cyberattacks to meddle in 
the presidential election and help 
Trump win — an assessment that 
the Republican president-elect has 
publicly cast doubt on but appeared 
to endorse on January 11. 

The firm stance on Russia that 
Tillerson assumed during the hear- 
ing appeared likely to assuage 
some concerns among leading U.S. 
senators that Tillerson could take 
a softer line on Russia. However, 
he elicited surprise from senators 
when he said he had not had a con- 
versation with Trump about U.S. 
policy on Russia. 

Trump says he wants to improve 
relations with Moscow that have 
been badly strained over the con- 
flicts in Ukraine and Syria, and 
that he would consider lifting U.S. 
sanctions on Moscow imposed in 
response to the Crimea annexation. 

Tillerson also said greater bilat- 
eral cooperation would be positive, 
adding that Washington had failed 
to recognize that “Russia does not 
think like we do” and stressing the 
importance of “an open and frank 
dialogue with Russia regarding its 
own ambitions.” 

“Where cooperation with Russia 
based on common interests is pos- 
sible, such as reducing the global 
threat of terrorism, we ought to 
explore these options,” Tillerson 
said. “Where important differences 
remain, we should be steadfast in 
defending the interests of America 
and her allies.” 

He added that “Russia must 
know that we will be accountable 
to our commitments and those of 
our allies, and that Russia must be 
held to account for its actions.” 

Tillerson, who has questioned 
the wisdom of the Ukraine-related 
sanctions, criticized the adminis- 


Secretary of State—designate Rex Tillerson testifies on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Wednesday, January 11, 2017, at his confirmation hearing 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. (AP Photo / J. Scott 
Applewhite) 


tration of outgoing President Bar- 
ack Obama for its response to the 
Crimea land grab, saying it em- 
boldened Russia to back separatists 
in eastern Ukraine with weapons 
and soldiers. 

Tillerson told lawmakers that 
Washington should have advised 
Ukraine to move all available mil- 
itary assets to its eastern border and 
provide those assets with defensive 
weapons, U.S. or NATO air sur- 
veillance, and intelligence. 

He added that Russia’s leadership 
saw the Obama administration’s re- 
sponse to Crimea as “weak.” 

Russia denies that it has sent 
troops and weapons to back the 
separatists in eastern Ukraine in a 
conflict that has killed more than 
9,750 people since April 2014, de- 
spite substantial evidence of such 
support. 

Obama’s executive order de- 
claring a national emergency that 
underpins the Ukraine sanctions 
is set to expire in March, mean- 
ing Trump would have around 
six weeks after his January 20 in- 
auguration to make a decision on 
whether to renew it, cancel it, or let 
it expire. 

Asked whether he believes now 
is the right time to lift Ukraine- 
related sanctions, Tillerson said, “I 
would leave things in the status quo 
so we are able to convey this can go 
either way.” 

Answering questions about the 
U.S. intelligence accusations that 
Russia used cyberattacks and other 
tools in a bid to tilt the Novem- 
ber 8 presidential election toward 
Trump, Tillerson said he had not 
seen the classified intelligence re- 
port making those allegations. 

But he said he had read the de- 
classified report released on Janu- 
ary 6, adding that it “clearly is 
troubling.” 

Tillerson said, however, that he 
was “not in position” to determine 
the accuracy of the assessment by 
U.S. intelligence that Putin ordered 
the campaign to interfere in the 
election. 

But he said it was “a fair assump- 
tion” that Putin would have been 
aware of such an interference effort. 

Russia denies it was behind the 
theft of Democratic e-mails that 
were later published by WikiLeaks 
and others. Those e-mails are 
widely seen as having damaged 
the campaign of Trump’s Demo- 
cratic opponent, former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton. 

After publicly questioning U.S. 
intelligence findings on Russia’s 


alleged hacking, Trump on January 
11 echoed the conclusions that Pu- 
tin personally ordered the interfer- 
ence campaign. 

“He shouldn’t be doing it. He 
won’t be doing it. Russia will have 
much greater respect when I’m 
leading than when other people are 
leading” the country, Trump told 
reporters in Manhattan during his 
first news conference since July 
and likely his last before he for- 
mally takes office. 

Tillerson declined to say whether 
he would support maintaining те- 
cent sanctions that Obama ordered 
against Russia in response to the 
theft of e-mails from the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, the 
Clinton campaign, and other U.S. 
political organizations. 

Senator Bob Corker (Republic- 
an-Tennessee), the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, said that he expected Tillerson 
to be confirmed as secretary of 
state by the Republican-controlled 
Senate. 

Prominent Republicans in Con- 
gress have been among the most 
vocal critics of Trump’s statements 
on Russia — including positive 
words about Putin and remarks 
questioning the U.S. commitment 
to NATO members who don’t 
maintain sufficient defense spend- 
ing. 

Tillerson told the confirmation 
hearing that the defense guarantee, 
stipulated by Article 5 of the NATO 
charter, was inviolable. 

Daniel Drezner, a professor of 
international politics at the Fletch- 
er School of Law and Diplomacy 
at Tufts University, told RFE/RL 
that Tillerson sounded “relatively 
hawkish” on Russia and at many 
times at odds with Trump’s ap- 
proach to Moscow. 

“{He] essentially sounded 
like a normal Republican prior 
to Trump’s election would have 
sounded on Russia. But obviously 
that’s somewhat at odds with the 
rhetoric that Trump has offered on 
Russia throughout the campaign, 
and even in the [January 11 Trump] 
press conference that just hap- 
pened,” Drezner said. 

When asked at his press confer- 
ence whether Putin attempted to 
help him defeat Clinton, Trump 
replied, “If Putin likes Donald 
Trump, I consider that an asset, not 
a liability.” 

Tillerson stressed at the hearing 
that if confirmed by the Senate, he 
will not diverge from the Trump 
administration’s policies. 


Did Rex Tillerson just lie 
under oath about lobbying 
against Russia sanctions? 


By Zack Beauchamp 

(Vox)—Wednesday’s (January 11) Senate confirmation hearing for 
Donald Trump’s pick to be the next secretary of state, former Exxon 
Mobil CEO Rex Tillerson, has mostly featured senators from both par- 
ties grilling Tillerson about Russia. This makes sense, given Tillerson’s 
extensive business history in the country as well as recent unconfirmed 
allegations about Trump and Russia. 

One major theme was Exxon Mobil’s stance on sanctions the Obama 
administration has imposed on Russia, which Tillerson has criticized 
publicly. He was asked, repeatedly, about Exxon’s lobbying activities 
against sanctions. 

“I have never lobbied against sanctions,” Tillerson said. “To my 
knowledge, Exxon never directly lobbied against sanctions.” 

This seems hard to believe. Indeed, after the second line, Sen. Bob 
Corker, the Republican chair of the committee, interjected: “I think you 
called me at the time [Russia sanctions were being debated],” he said. 
The public record backs him up: There is abundant and clear evidence 
that Exxon did lobby on sanctions under Tillerson’s leadership. 

Corker later gave Tillerson a chance to finesse his response, which 
Tillerson took — arguing that the company never opposed sanctions 
per se, but merely engaged with Congress to understand how Exxon’s 
business would be affected. “Exxon Mobil participated in understanding 
how the sanctions are going to be constructed,” he said. 

This is hard to disprove — but very, very hard to believe, as Sen. Chris 
Murphy said during the hearing. 

“Tn your mind, calling a United States senator to express your belief 
that sanctions are not effective is not lobbying,” Murphy said. “In my 
view, that is a distinction without a difference.” 

Exxon clearly lobbied about sanctions, and Tillerson clearly knew. 

OpenSecrets, an influence-tracking organization, records Exxon Mo- 
bil as having lobbied repeatedly on the Ukraine Freedom Support Act 
of 2014, the bill imposing sanctions on Russia’s oil sector after its 2014 
invasion of Ukraine. These activities continued since then, including, 
contra Tillerson, direct lobbying against new sanctions bills. 

“ExxonMobil successfully lobbied against a bill that would have made 
it harder for the next president to lift sanctions against Russia, clearing 
the way for the oil giant to restart a program worth billions of dollars if 
Donald Trump eases those restrictions as president,” Politico reported 
last month. 

These are not isolated incidents. Byron Tau, a Wall Street Journal re- 
porter who has covered lobbying extensively, notes 14 separate instan- 
ces of Exxon lobbying against sanctions between 2006 (when Tillerson 
took over the company) and 2014. Tau tweeted links to several lobbying 
disclosure forms showing that Exxon did, in fact, lobby on sanctions 
related to Russia and Iran. 

“Exxon lobbied on sanctions and disclosed that activity in public re- 
ports. Period,” Tau wrote. ps 

Tillerson, as the company’s CEO, had to know about this. Indeed, he 
bragged in June 2014 — when the Ukraine Freedom Support Act was 
going through Congress — that his company wasn’t just trying to gath- 
er information from elected officials, but was actively informing law- 
makers of their views. “Our views are being heard at the highest levels,” 
he said, per the New York Times. 

And those views were, quite clearly, critical. Under Tillerson, Exxon 
had struck about 10 deals with Putin’s government to explore Russian 
oil, valued at hundreds of millions of dollars. The company stood to lose 
a lot as a result of the new sanctions, and so Tillerson publicly criticized 
them. 

“We do not support sanctions, generally, because we don’t find them 
to be effective unless they are very well implemented comprehensively,” 
he said in May 2014. 

So while we will need more reporting to show that Tillerson lied, con- 
clusively, there’s a lot of evidence to suggest that he did. 


Biden praises Pence’s 
knowledge of Russia, gives 
him tips on Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Vice President Joe Biden has praised the man who 
will replace him, saying Vice President-elect Mike Pence knows more 
about Russia than his running mate, Donald Trump. 

In interviews with White House reporters on January 12, Biden said 
he had been impressed with Pence and thinks his views of Russia and its 
president, Vladimir Putin, are well informed. 

"І never know what [Trump] means” when he talks about Russia, 
Biden said. “But I do think that Mike is significantly more informed 
about Russian conduct, potential intentions, and Putin’s behavior than... 
the president-elect is, based on what the president-elect says.” 

Biden has been the Obama administration’s top envoy on many occa- 
sions and has played a particularly critical role in developing relations 
with Ukraine and Iraq. He plans to make a last visit to Ukraine on January 
15. 

The vice president said he “likes” Pence and had been sending him 
memos with his advice on how to handle relationships with Iraqi and 
Ukrainian leaders. 

He said he had also identified for Pence “the things that could explode 
most easily” in the world in coming years. 

Biden said Pence had been receptive to his advice. 


It should come as no surprise that Chrystia Freeland’s pro- 
motion to Foreign Minister should be welcomed so enthusi- 
astically by our community. She is, after all, one of us. She 
was born and raised in our community and is very proud of 
her roots. 

Chrystia (as she is best known to our community) is a 
steadfast supporter of Ukraine and a virulent critic of Rus- 
sian dictator Vladimir Putin. When banned from travel to 
Russia in a retaliatory sanction ordered by Putin in 2014, 
she noted that she loved the Russian language and culture, 
but was honoured to be blacklisted by him along with such 
friends as Liberal colleague Irwin Cottler and Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress President Paul Grod. And when the Rus- 
sians offered to remove the ban in return for eliminating 
sanctions on some Russian individual, she stood her ground 
firmly. “There is no quid pro quo for aggression and illegal 
action on their part,” she said through her spokesman Joseph 
Pickerill. What will be interesting to see is whether she will 
now expand that sanctions list to include such Putin cronies 
as Igor Sechin and Vladimir Yakunin. 

But Minister Freeland’s appointment was greeted not only 
by our community, but also by objective observers from aca- 
demia and government. Dominique Arel, an associate pro- 
fessor and the chair of Ukrainian studies at the University 
of Ottawa described her appointment as “a very, very bold 
move.” A highly-placed government source told CBC News 
reporter Aaron Wherry Freeland was the right person for 
what is now a very difficult job, adding “she probably walks 
into that job with a broader and deeper network of alliances 
than anyone since [Lester B.] Pearson.” 

Indeed, she comes with excellent credentials, which is 
good because she has her work cut out for her. She assumes 
her duties in a world climate that has never been more vola- 
tile since the end of the Second World War. Not only does 
she have to deal with a revanchist Russian strongman bent 
on reviving an antediluvian empire, but also an incoming 
U.S. President whose professed policies are wildly incoher- 
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Chrystia faces an immense challenge 


ent and potentially dangerous. 

One of her most daunting tasks will be protecting Can- 
ada’s interests in the face of Donald Trump’s pledge to rip up 
the North American Free Trade Agreement. Yet another will 
be maintaining a unified allied response to Russia’s aggres- 
sion in Ukraine, Syria and elsewhere. The big question here 
is what will be the U.S. policy be? 

Certain Trump nominees like proposed Defense Secre- 
tary James Mattis and CIA Direct Mike Pompeo have strong 
anti-Russian credentials and made that clear during their 
hearings. Others like National Security Adviser Michael T. 
Flynn and Chief Strategist Stephen Bannon are pro-Putin 
sycophants. 

Then there is Rex Tillerson, Trump’s nominee for the top 
foreign affairs job — Secretary of State. When it comes to 
Russia, the former CEO of Exxon Corporation has conflicts 
of interest that are of colossal proportions. Just to name a 
few: 

» Exxon has a potential $500 billion at stake in a massive 
exploration partnership with the Russian government’s oil 
company Rosneft that depends upon the lifting of sanctions 
against Russia for its intervention in Ukraine. 

¢ Exxon owns drilling rights оп 63.7 million acres of Rus- 
sian land. This is five times as much territory as it leases in 
the United States itself. 

» Tillerson himself owns $218 million in Exxon stock and 
a pension reportedly worth $70 million. 

During’ his confirmation hearings, Tillerson took pains 
to portray himself as someone who is aware of the dangers 
Russia poses, offering to keep the sanctions in place for now 
and even supporting the possibility of providing Ukraine 
with lethal defensive weapons. 


But is what he is saying true, or is he just providing sen- 
ators with the answers they are looking for in order to ease 
his nomination? There were a couple of disturbing com- 
ments that came out of the hearings. One was his assertion 
that Russia is “not unpredictable”. Does that mean the inva- 
sion of Crimea and the proxy war in Donbas were all “pre- 
dictable”? Then there was his statement that “I have never 
lobbied against sanctions... to my knowledge, Exxon never 
directly lobbied against sanctions.” Actually, Exxon has 
lobbied the U.S. Congress close to 20 times since Tillerson 
became CEO in 2006 — most recently against the STAND 
for Ukraine Act which would have prevented the Trump ad- 
ministration from lifting sanctions imposed by the outgoing 
Obama administration (See Ukrainian News January 1-18, 
2017). 

The big danger with the Tillerson hearings is that he may 
have put on a good enough show to mollify his critics, but 
will proceed with Exxon’s business as usual just as soon as 
he becomes Secretary of State. 

His performance, nevertheless, stands in stark contrast 
to that of his future boss whose first press conference as 
President-elect that same day was an incoherent, ramb- 
ling rant of a spoiled child which was strewn with at least 
15 factual errors noted by the Washington Post. The most 
alarming thing about the most recent allegations regarding 
Trump’s ties to Russia and the hacking of the Democratic 
National Committee is that Trump will sooner take the word 
of Vladimir Putin and WikiLeaks fugitive from justice Julian 
Assange, than that of his own intelligence community. That 
is a recipe for disaster. 

It is this lion’s den that Chrystia Freeland has suddenly 
been thrown into. She faces an extremely difficult challenge 
ahead and deserves our community’s unwavering support. 

The only silver lining in this ominous storm cloud that is 
rising, is that if there is any minister in the Trudeau cabinet 
who has the intelligence, experience and temperament to 
tackle such challenges — it is Chrystia Freeland. 


Freeland is the closest thing Trudeau has to an 
expert on Kremlinology and Trumpism 


By Michael Den Tandt, 
National Post, January 10, 2017 
Chrystia Freeland’s elevation to 
the most influential job in the fed- 
eral cabinet, short of Finance and 
the prime ministership itself, raises 
interesting questions about Can- 
ada’s future relationships with the 
United States, Russia and China. 
Freeland is a Harvard grad and 
Rhodes Scholar who speaks Rus- 
sian, Ukrainian, French and Italian 
and has lived and worked in Mos- 


cow, New York and London. That 
and her performance as trade min- 
ister — specifically her successful 
landing of the European free trade 
deal last fall, after having aban- 
doned talks at the eleventh hour 
— made her an obvious candidate 
for promotion to foreign affairs in 
a shuffle that has the feel of an all- 
hands-on-deck, ahead of the Trump 
presidency. 

What’s more intriguing, how- 
ever, is how Freeland’s background 
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as an author and journalist gives 
her a two-sided perspective on the 
forces now driving Russian and 
American politics. She has writ- 
ten books both on the ascent of the 
Russian oligarchs and the explo- 
sion of income inequality that pres- 
aged the rise of Trumpist nativism 
in the United States. 

Freeland’s position vis-a-vis 
Ukraine, Russia and dictator Vladi- 
mir Putin could not be more clear: 
In a Brookings essay in May of 
2015 she wrote at length about her 
Ukrainian roots and family ties, 
excoriated Putin’s invasion of Cri- 
mea and was unapologetic about 
having been banned from Russia in 
2014, along with a handful of other 
Canadian critics of Putin including 
James Bezan and Irwin Cotler. 

Like Rex Tillerson, the Putin- 
friendly, globe-trotting oilman 
whom Trump has picked to be his 
Secretary of State, Freeland knows 
the current Russian context well 
and has met Putin personally. She 
interviewed him in 2000, she re- 
counts in the Brookings piece. But 
unlike Tillerson, Freeland has a 
long history of criticizing and prod- 
ding the Kremlin, dating back to 
her coverage of the Russian crack- 
down in Chechnya in the 1990s. 

The first question, therefore, is 
this: How does an avowed Can- 
adian critic of Putin and champion 
of Ukraine handle relations with 
authoritarian Russia, at a time 
when the U.S. presidential elec- 
tion itself has been compromised 
by Russian hacking, according to 
America’s own intelligence agen- 
cies, and when the President-elect 

seems determined to view Putin as 
his friend and ally regardless? 
Steve Bannon, 


Trump’s_ chief 


strategist, has mused in the past 
about a new Judeo-Christian na- 
tionalism in opposition to radical 
Islam. That cultural bloc appears to 
include Putin, who has made him- 
self a champion of traditional Rus- 
sian culture, including the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

The new bloc does not appear 
to include the Chinese Commun- 
ist government of President Xi 
Jinping. Though Trump will not 
be inaugurated until Jan 20, he 
has already signaled — through 
tweets, mind you — that he intends 
to be far less deferential towards 
Beijing’s traditional sensitivities, 
especially the hot-button issue of 
Taiwan, than previous American 
presidents have been. 

What may be emerging in Wash- 
ington is a reversal of Richard 
Nixon’s historic gambit in 1972, by 
which he normalized relations with 
China as a check against Soviet 
Russia. Prime Minister Pierre Tru- 
deau, of course, beat Nixon to the 
punch in China, by a year — and 
his son, the current PM, has cap- 
italized on that history to seek a 
new trading relationship with the 
Communist superpower. 

The foreign policy high-wire act 
to come could not be trickier, there- 
fore: Fend off Russian advances in 
the Arctic, uphold democracy in 
Ukraine and elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe, and foster new trade ties 
with China, itself a dictatorship — 
all while shoring up a Canada-U.S. 
cross-border relationship that faces 
unprecedented uncertainty due to 
rising protectionism, and Trump’s 
vow to rip up the North American 
Free trade Agreement. 

The consolation, if there is one, 
is that Trudeau’s team understands 


the underlying causes of Trumpism 
well — and they have Freeland to 
thank for that, too. Her 2012 book, 
Plutocrats: The Rise of the New 
Global Super-rich and the Fall of 
Everyone Else, is a primer on soar- 
ing income inequality around the 
world, but especially in the United 
States. 

Citing research from leading 
economists, Freeland’s book ex- 
plores the phenomenon of income 
stagnation in the U.S. rust belt — 
the very states that handed Trump 
the presidency in the November 
election — and posits that, barring 
reform in how globalized capital- 
ism apportions its booty, disen- 
franchised working people would 
eventually reject that system. Of 
course that is just what occurred in 
2016, in the United Kingdom with 
Brexit and the United States with 
the Trumpist revolt. 

Freeland’s thesis in Plutocrats 
infused Trudeau’s campaign for the 
Liberal leadership, and his party’s 
2015 election campaign. The spine 
of the Liberals’ plan of government 
— especially the middle-class tax 
cut, reformed child benefit and tax 
increase for the wealthy — was 
designed to prevent U.S.-style in- 
equality from moving north of the 
border. 

So to the extent Trump, in his 
chaotic post-partisan-ness,  ех- 
plores ways of shoring up work- 
ing-class and middle-class living 
standards, he will find the new 
Canadian foreign minister has been 
there ahead of him. 

It’s no small wonder Freeland 
got this job. She’s the closest thing 
the Liberals have to an expert, in 
two of the biggest probiem areas 
they face. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, Jan. 19 


- Feb 1, 19 січня - 1 лютого, 2017 


ПД 


U.S Presidential Innauguration to be held January 20 


Kremlin calling 
The questions Donald Trump 
needs to answer about Russia 


By Joy-Ann Reid : 

(The Daily Beast) —Just call him “Mos- 
cow Don”. 

Donald Trump’s strange responses to in- 
creasingly detailed evidence that Russian in- 
telligence services hacked into the email ac- 
counts of both Democratic and state and feder- 
al government targets during the 2016 election 
should cause alarm across party lines. 

His odd exhortation for the country to 
just “move on to bigger and better things” 
got worse, with his bland reaction to meet- 
ing with top intelligence officials, who went 
to Trump Tower to tell him in no uncertain 
terms what the rest of us already know: 
that Russia actively sought to interfere in 
the election by deploying hackers to steal 
Democrats’ emails, both to undermine Hil- 
lary Clinton should she become president, or 
to elect Donald Trump. 

For his part, Trump seemed only capable of 
focusing on reasserting the legitimacy of his 
election, clinging to the lack of a finding that 
Russians hacked into actual voting machines. 
But that was never the point. The point was 
that Russia deployed cybercriminals, who fed 
stolen emails to Wikileaks, and deployed trolls 
who spread made up, damaging news stories, 
including through the Russian propaganda arm 
RT and through American conspiracy theory 
peddlers like Infowars and random sites on- 
line, specifically to help him. And while he 
is not portrayed as an accomplice to the Rus- 
sian operation in the intelligence report, the 
fact is, Trump actively pitched and sold the 
products of the Russian hackers and trolls and 
Wikileaks. He did so every day of the cam- 
paign, sometimes even going beyond the con- 
tent and exaggerating it to his own benefit. 

It’s left unsaid in the intelligence report, 
but the truth is, the Russian operation could 
not have succeeded without the help of Don- 
ald J. Trump. He alone among the Repub- 
lican primary candidates, during the period 
of active hacking and email theft, was will- 
ing — no, eager — to use the looted! material 
for the benefit of his campaign. 

Maybe that’s why he can’t walk away 
from Vladimir Putin and Julian Assange. 

But this bizarre coda to the campaign 
leaves still more questions, which should not 
cease being asked once the Kremlin’s can- 
didate, whose victory touched off raucous 
cheers in the Russian Duma, takes the oath 
of office on January 20th. 

For one: when did Trump develop his pro- 
Russia ideology, and what drove it? Clearly, 
his affinity predates his good fortune at being 
the favorite of an adversarial foreign power 
determined to prevent its adversary from be- 
coming the U.S. president. ; 

Journalist Sarah Kendzior has written ex- 
tensively about Russia’s authoritarian klep- 
tocracy and Trump’s long-time attraction 
to it. She has dug up lots of documentation 
from the archives of mainstream and other 


U.S. media outlets showing Trump’s attrac- 
tion to Russia dating back to 1987, when he 
visited the then Soviet Union as a business- 
man, along with fellow political gadfly Ross 
Perot and their wives (in Donald’s case, his 
first wife, Ivana.) 

The visit came while the Cold War was still 
simmering, and Vladimir Putin was active 
in the KGB. Was there something about that 
meeting with Mikhail Gorbachey that attracted 
Trump? Or did it happen before. We know 
from the public record that Trump once of- 
fered himself as America’s nuclear negotiator, 
and, having been turned down by the Reagan 
administration, was a vicious critic of the 
40th president, under the tutelage of his still- 
henchman Roger Stone, over Reagan’s policy 
toward the then-U.S.S.R. 

According to Scott Dworkin, who is build- 
ing up a file on Trump’s business entangle- 
ments and conflicts of interest, the late 1980s 
was a period when Trump’s crumbling empire, 
which was mired in bankruptcy found rescue. 
There are real questions to be asked whether 
that rescue came at least in part in the form of 
Russian oligarchs. Trump certainly had a fas- 
cination; even getting fooled in 1988 by a fake 
Gorbachev who Trump thought he had lured to 
a tour of his gleaming new Manhattan build- 
ing: Trump Tower. 

Along the road to his present political 
success, Trump has faced numerous busi- 
ness failures, and been associated with some 
pretty shady characters, including one who 
reportedly ran a crime ring out of Trump 
Tower. : 

Trump’s eldest son and namesake has 
bragged that a substantial share of the family 
business is conducted with Russians. When 
Trump vastly overpaid for a Florida man- 
sion, a Russian oligarch helped him unload 
it by snapping it up for a cool $95 million. 

Which leads to question number two: 

To whom does Donald Trump owe money, 
how much, and could that explain his fealty 
to Russia and its leaders? 

Trump has refused to release his tax re- 
turns, and is unlikely to do so, ever. Repub- 
licans in Washington, who are completely 
at his service, and busily scrambling to 
find U.S. tax dollars to pay for his “Great 
Wall” — won’t ever demand them. 50, we’ll 
never know the extent of Trump’s financial 
entanglements, absent some plum finds by 
investigative journalists. But we do know 
that Trump owes more than $650 million 
to foreign banks and entities, based on the 
reporting of the New York Times, on top 
of some $1.5 billion in liabilities to various 
Wall Street Banks. Russian officials claim to 
have had contact with members of Trump’s 
team during the campaign++ although that is 
not easy to verify. And the cybersecurity firm 
CrowdStrike reported finding apparent pings 
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Is Russia planning a major 
land war against Ukraine? 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

{ (Atlantic Council)—Recent evidence sug- 
gest that Russia may be planning a major land 
war against Ukraine. While Russian President 
Vladimir Putin talks peace, several leading 
Russian analysts have explicitly endorsed the 
“Syrian variant” with respect to Ukraine. 

Are they speaking for themselves or are 
they acting on behalf of the regime, sending 
out trial balloons in order to test the popular, 
and overseas, response to the possibility of 
an all-out war? In democracies, private ana- 
lysts generally speak for themselves. In au- 
thoritarian, totalitarian, and fascist regimes, 
highly placed analysts often speak on behalf 
of the leader — though unofficially, thereby 
providing him with plausible deniability. 

On December 20, a senior expert of the Cen- 
ter for Military-Political Research at the pres- 
tigious Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations, Mikhail Aleksandrovy, stated that if 
the Ukrainian military violates the ceasefire in 
the eastern Donbas in a massive way, Russia 
should respond with a “massive attack of the 
Donbas armies” — a reference to the 35,000 
heavily armed Russians and Russian proxies in 
Donetsk and Luhansk provinces — “supported 
by our aviation and long-range systems: that 
is, by our rocket systems, cruise missiles, and 
Iskander rockets.” 

On December 27, the popular TV program, 
“Evening with Vladimir Solovyov,” featured 
Aleksandr Kofman, the former “minister 
of foreign affairs” of the so-called Donetsk 
People’s Republic, and Rostislav Ishchenko, 
a former Ukrainian journalist who defected 
to Russia. The three debated how Russia and 
its proxies should seize Ukraine’s cities. 

Ishchenko suggested that Russia should 
be wary of sending its ground forces into 
Ukraine’s large cities: “What if those idiots” 
— the Ukrainians — “hunker down in the 
big cities? Should we then send the infantry 
in to get slaughtered? Those would be huge 
losses for the Russian army.” 

In response, Solovyov said: “We took 
Aleppo rather quickly. And it’s there that we 
learned to solve tasks in this manner. More- 
over, the DNR army has learned to fight in 
cities. There’s no need to worry. The people 
of Ukraine will not fight for them” — mean- 
ing the democratic government in Kyiv. 

Kofman is equally optimistic about the Rus- 
sian army’s chances: “I know that as soon as 
our armies approach any city, the Ukrainian 
army always abandons it. That’s a fact.” 

Finally, on December 29, Mikhail Khazin, a 
Russian economist, TV anchor, columnist, and 
ex-member of the presidential administration, 
suggested that Ukraine be divided between 
Poland and Russia. In the Russian part cor- 
responding to Ukraine’s southeast, Moscow 
should effectively ban Ukrainian language 
and culture. The Russian-occupied north of 
Ukraine, corresponding to Kyiv, Sumy, and 
Chernihiv provinces, would be transformed 
into an agricultural hinterland stripped of in- 
dustry and armed forces. The “excess popula- 
tion” would be deported to Russia’s Far East. 

Unfortunately, says Khazin, there may be 
“several million people that cannot be re- 
formed.” What should Russia do with them? 
His answer: “They need to be partly termin- 
ated, and partly expelled.” 

Especially terrifying about these state- 
ments is the matter-of-fact manner in which 
they were made. Mass killings, aerial bom- 
bardments, ethnic cleansing, and genocide 
are, evidently, perfectly respectable options. 

They are not alone. Russian fascists, Vlad- 
ітіг Zhirinovsky and Aleksandr Dugin, have 
long since used equally extremist language. 

Zhirinovsky has called for the “total an- 
nihilation” of the Baltic states and Poland. 
Dugin, a philosopher with a following in the 
West, routinely endorses imperialism and 
war. Putin himself has also engaged in his 
share of terrifying saber-rattling. 

At the very least, the recent commentary 
in Moscow testifies to a brutalization of 
Russian political culture. As in other fascist 
states like Nazi Germany, violence, killing, 
and annihilation have become normalized 
and routinized, to the point that perfectly re- 


spectable gentlemen can now consider geno- 
cide as a perfectly respectable policy option 
for the Kremlin. It’s as if a democratic gov- 
ernment were to appropriate and legitimize 
open hate speech — and not bat an eyelash 
while employing it. 

The more worrisome possibility is that 
these talking heads aren’t just engaging 
in idle speculations and what-if scenarios, 
but that their focus on specifics — which 
Ukrainian cities and which Ukrainian ргоу- 
inces to target — suggests that, this time, 
they may mean it. This time, they really may 
be recommending that the Kremlin engage 
in an all-out war against Ukraine. 

This wouldn’t be the first time that non- 
Kremlin spokesmen would have presaged 
Kremlin policy with their comments. The 
Soviets practiced this technique on a regular 
basis, with analysts affiliated with the state- 
supported policy institutes regularly dropping 
hints and testing the waters in both direct and 
indirect, Aesopian language requiring Krem- 
linological skills to be deciphered and cor- 
rectly understood. Under former President 
Boris Yeltsin, when Russia was still a democ- 
гасу, policymakers and analysts could express 
themselves openly. With the growing “fas- 
cisization” of the Putin regime, indirection and 
trial balloons have come back into fashion. 
And with good reason: Putin, the self-styled 
benevolent dictator, needs always and every- 
where to appear to be a man of peace. He may 
threaten and he may growl, but talk of geno- 
cide, all-out war, and mass killing is reserved 
for his subordinates. 

Strikingly, only Ishchenko, the Ukrain- 
ian traitor who knows Ukraine, truly under- 
stands that an invasion would not be a cake- 
walk and that Russian troops would suffer 
high casualties. In contrast, Solovyov and 
Kofman take it as a “fact” that Ukraine’s 
armed forces would not fight. 

Their myopia is remarkable, if only be- 
cause the Ukrainian army has fought Russia 
and its proxies to a standstill in the eastern 
Donbas. With only 6,000 battle-ready troops 
in early 2014, when Russia’s invasion of 
Crimea and the Donbas took place, Ukraine 
now has close to 100,000 experienced sol- 
diers, a competent and experienced officer 
corps, and increasingly sophisticated hard- 
ware. Moreover, the population has become 
highly patriotic and anti-Russian and would 
fight. A Russian invasion would likely suc- 
ceed, as Russia could deploy its air power 
to devastating effect, but the subsequent oc- 
cupation would be exceedingly costly. 

Based on the estimates of several American 
counter-insurgency experts, it is reasonable to 
conclude that Russia would need the following 
force levels to carry out an occupation. In or- 
der to occupy Donetsk and Luhansk provinces 
alone, Russian would have to deploy some- 
where between 26,702 and 133,514 troops. 
A “land bridge” from Crimea to Transnistria 
would mean occupying Kherson, Mykolaiv, 
and Odesa provinces — which would entail 
somewhere between 46,497 and 92,994 sol- 
diers. Occupying all seven southeastern ргоу- 
inces would require between 118,536 (26,702 
for Donetsk and Luhansk and 91,834 for the 
others) and 317,182 (133,514 for Donetsk and 
Luhansk and 183,668 for the others). If Rus- 
sia decides to conquer all of Ukraine, it would 
need an additional 548,587 troops — for a 
grand total of 667,123 to 865,769 troops. Kyiv 
city and Kyiv province alone would require 
90,676 occupying soldiers. 

Could Russia pull off such a war, even as 
it is embroiled in Syria? 

Probably. But the costs would be immense 
— not just to Ukrainians, who would die in 
the hundreds of thousands, but so, too, to 
Russians, who would also die in the hun- 
dreds of thousands. 

The prospect of such high losses would 
deter rational leaders. Would they deter Pu- 
tin, however, given his own contribution to 
the brutalization of Russian culture and Don- 
ald Trump’s possible acquiescence to Rus- 
sia’s interventions in its near abroad? That 
the answer is not obviously no should be a 

cause of worry for the entire world. 


ZIAD ABOULTAIF 
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Above: Clara and the prince set off for their magic journey; Below: Clara and the nutcracker with members 
of the Viter Choir 


Clara’s Dream solidifies its status 


By Marco Levytsky 

Shumka’s Clara’s Dream solid- 
ified its status as the “Ukrainian 
Nuteracker” with another success- 
ful run at Edmonton’s Northern Al- 
berta Jubilee Auditorium, Decem- 
ber 29 and 30, 2016. 

This was the second of three an- 
nual productions made possible by a 
$225,000 grant from Sid and Nellie 
Braaksma of Northgate Industries 
— the largest in Shumka’s history — 
which the company hopes will estab- 
lish Clara as an annual mainstay. 

They key principals, Tetyana 
Lozova as Clara and Yaroslav Tka- 
chuk as the Prince, both of the Kyiv 
Ballet, returned for this year’s pro- 
duction joined by a new performer, 
Jan Vana of the National Ballet of 
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Ukraine, as the mysterious, brood- 
ing Dr. Drosselmeier. 

Clara’s Dream takes Pyotr Tchai- 
kovky’s beloved Christmas classic, 
The Nutcracker and adds a Ukrain- 
ian flavour, reflective of the com- 
poser’s own ethnic roots, to the 
production. 

Ukrainian Christmas traditions 
and symbols are woven into the lav- 
ish sets and costumes of this full- 
length production. In addition, this 
Nutcracker is the first to incorpor- 
ate a Ukrainian Christmas carol, a 
grand orchestral and choral version 
of Shchedryk (Carol of the Bells), 
arranged by renowned Ukrainian 
composer Yuri Shevchenko. 

Along with its Ukrainian 
theme, Clara’s Dream features 


ballet, folk dance, and character 
dance from other ethnocultural 
groups, making it a true “Ed- 
monton Nutcracker”, reflective 
of the city and its ethnic vitality. 

Returning this year were guest 
artists Virsky and Kyiv Ballet com- 
panies from Ukraine Edmonton’s 
Citie Ballet (who added a new num- 
ber, The Walltz of the Flowers), 
Edmonton’s Viter Ukrainian Folk 
Choir, as well as former Shumka 
Dancer and a star in his own right, 
Jeffrey Mortenstern. 

Based on E.T.A. Hoffman’s be- 
loved tale The Nutcracker, set to 
Tchaikovsky’s iconic composition, 
Clara’s Dream begins when the 
young girl receives a Nutcracker 
doll from her godfather, Dr. Dros- 
selmeier one Christmas Eve. As 
the clock in the Staulbaum home 
strikes midnight, the Nutcracker 
springs to life in a battle against 
the Mouse King. With Clara’s help, 
the Nutcracker and his battalion of 
toy soldiers defeat the Mouse King 
and his army, breaking a spell and 
returning the Nutcracker to his hu- 
man form: a handsome prince. As a 
gesture of his gratitude, the prince 
takes Clara on a magical journey, 
where they meet a cast of unforget- 
table characters — elegant Spanish 
dancers, a mysterious Arabian girl 
and a merry Chinese trio delight. 
A dazzling Ukrainian Hopak com- 
plete with high kicking Cossacks 
is presented in a most spectacu- 
lar fashion. Soon, the Prince asks 
Clara to join him in a romantic and 
lyrical pas de deux. 

The production, which featured 
exquisite choreography met with 
thunderous applause by the appre- 
ciative audience who gave the per- 
formers a rousing standing ovation. 

The key creative forces behind 
Clara’s Dream are Kyiv Ballet Resi- 
dent Choreographer and long-time 
Shumka choreographer, Viktor Lyt- 
уупоу; award winning set and cos- 
tume designer Maria Levitska of the 
National Opera of Ukraine (Kyiv 
and renowned Ukrainian 


Ballet) 
composer Yuri S 
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McCain visits frontline 
Ukraine troops 


By Doug Stanglin, USA Today, December 31, 2016 

Sen. John McCain, who has emerged as the chief Opponent within 
the Republican party to Donald Trump’s warming relations with Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin, underscored his tough stance Saturday by 
spending New Year’s Eve at a forward combat outpost with Ukrainian 
troops. 

The senator, accompanied by fellow senators Lindsey Graham and 
Amy Klobuchar, posted photos on Twitter of his meetings with Ukrain- 
ian marines in the village of Shyrokine. In one, he is shown posing with 
troops in front of a Ukrainian flag. In another, he joins a Ukrainian mar- 
ine commander in examining a piece of a 125mm tank shell. 

“We stand w/them in their fight against #Putin’s aggression,’ McCain 
wrote in one tweet. 

McCain, R-Ariz., Graham, R-S.C., and Klobuchar, D-Minn, are mem- 
bers of the Senate Armed Services committee. They have been visiting 
countries bordering Russia, particularly NATO members Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania, as well as Ukraine and Georgia, which was invaded by 
Russian troops in 2008. They also met with Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, who was decked out in camouflage along with the Ukrain- 
jan troops. 

- The visit to Ukraine is particularly pointed since it was the Russian 
A handout photo released by the Ukrainian Presidential press service shows Ukrainian President Petro strong-arm annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 and the cross- 
Poroshenko (С), the Chairman of Senate Armed Services Committee, US Senator John McCain (C-L) and (5 border military support for anti-Ukrainian government forces in eastern 
Senator Lindsey Graham (C-R) posing during their working trip to the Donetsk region to congratulate the ен ба а et am З нн Se ae edie a за 

о 5 5 Р рез conomic sanctions by Washington and the European Union. 
Ukrainian marines on the upcoming New Year in Shyrokine village on December 31, 2016. McCain, along with Graham, has also been at the forefront in sup- 
porting new sanctions against Russia over the Obama administration’s 
charge of cyberattacks by Russian operators in the 2016 election, nota- 
bly the Democratic National Committee and emails of Democratic party 
staff. The administration imposed sanctions on Russia and expelled 35 
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0.5. senators pledge to 
target Putin ‘harder’ 


(RFE/RL)—Senator John Mc- 
Cain says that the United States will 
not strike a “Faustian bargain” with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
amid speculation that President- 
elect Donald Trump could scrap 
sanctions in a bid to improve ties. 

Speaking in an exclusive inter- 
view with RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service in Kyiv on December 30 
along with two other U.S. senators, 
McCain (Republican-Arizona) 
said any possible deal with Putin 
“would interfere with and under- 
mine the freedom and democracies 
that exist today.” 

The U.S. Congress imposed 
sanctions on Moscow shortly after 
Russia forcibly annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in March 2014 
and for its ongoing support for 
pro-Russia separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Senator Lindsey Graham (Re- 
publican-South Carolina) said 
Congress would pursue in 2017 
more sanctions against Russia, tar- 
geting the energy and banking sec- 
tors, as well as “Putin and his inner 
circle.” 

“We're going to do two things: 
We're going after Putin harder with 
tougher sanctions and we’re going 
to be more helpful to our friends, 
like here in Ukraine,” Graham said. 

McCain, Graham, and Amy 
Klobuchar (Democrat-Minnesota) 
said there is strong support in 
Congress to provide Ukraine with 
“lethal defensive weapons” to help 
Kyiv in its fight against Russia- 
backed separatists in the east. 

The senators faulted Moscow 
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election or debate about the power- 
sharing with eastern Ukraine when 
you have 700 Russian tanks [in 
eastern Ukraine]?” Graham said. 
Asked whether Trump may 
recognize Crimea as part of Rus- 


sia, Graham said Congress would 
block any such move. 

“The president alone can’t do 
this. And the reason the Congress 
will reject such a notion is because 
it undermines the rule of law,” Gra- 
ham explained. 

McCain also called for tougher ac- 
tion against Moscow for its alleged 
involvement in hacks into Demo- 
cratic Party e-mails before the Nov- 
ember 8 U.S. presidential election. 

“We can make them a lot tougher, 
ranging from travel to identify- 
ing individuals who have been in- 
volved in this hacking and specific 
organizations. There are a lot more 
stringent measures we should 


чаКе,? McCain said. “After all, it | 


was an attack on the United States 
of America and an attack on the 
fundamentals of our democracy. If 
you destroy the elections, then you 
destroy democracy.” 

US. President Barack Obama on 
December 29 ordered the expul- 
sion of 35 Russian diplomats and 


imposed sanctions on two Russian jj 


intelligence agencies over what the 
administration says was their in- 
volvement in the hacking. 

Putin said on December 30 that 
Moscow would not respond in kind 
and would not expel any Amer- 
icans from Russia, accusing the 
U.S. administration of “irrespon- 
sible ‘kitchen’ diplomacy.” 

On December 30, Trump praised 
Putin on Twitter for holding off 
on retaliatory actions, calling him 
“very smart.” 

Trump has brushed aside allega- 
tions from the CIA and other intel- 


“The Russians are doing it all over 
the world.” 

Klobuchar said it wasn’t only the 
United States that was being tar- 
geted by Russian cyberattacks. 

“We have learned on this trip 


visiting Estonia and Lithuania and 
hearing about these cyberattacks 
in Ukraine — it has happened for 
years and years and years. And it’s 
a technique that can be used in the 
French elections or the German 
elections,” Klobuchar said, refer- 
ring to two key upcoming elections 
in Europe in 2017. 


“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.”—Hebrews 13:16 
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Наталя Голіцина, Радіо Свобода 

У Великій Британії опубліковано 

книжку про одне з найгучніших 
вбивств часів Холодної війни 
— овбивство агентом КДБ у 
жовтні 1959 року в Мюнхені 
лідера Організації українських 
націоналістів Степана Бандери., 
Книга називається «Людина с от- 
руйним пістолетом» (The Man with 
the Poison Gun). Її автор — профе- 
сор Гарвардського університету 
Сергій Плохій - аналізує життя і 
долю того, хто вбив Бандеру i втік 
на Захід, - агента КДБ Богдана 
Сташинського. 
Майже 60 років минуло з часу 
вбивства ідеолога українського 
націоналізму, лідера ОУН 1 одного 
з творців Української повстанської 
армії Степана Бандери, але 
бурхливі суперечки про нього і 
його спадщину не вщухають. 

Професор Плохій, грунтуючись 
на архівних документах, протоко- 
лах допитів Богдана Сташинського 
в ЦРУ і його свідченнях на суді в 

7 Німеччині в 1962 році, на широкому 
історичному тлі відтворює картину 
вбивства одного з найзапекліших 
супротивників /| радянської 1 вла- 
ди. У жовтні 1959 року кілер КДБ 
Богдан Сташинський, який був 
досвідченим вбивцею, прибув до 
Мюнхена, де під ім'ям Стефана 
Попеля жив Бандера.,. 

За два роки до замаху на 
Бандеру, в тому ж Мюнхені в 
жовтні 1957 року він убив одно- 
го з керівників ОУН, публіциста 
Лева Ребета. Причому обидва 
вбивства були скоєні за допомо- 

- тою спеціальної секретної зброї, 
яка викидає в обличчя жертві 
хмару отруйного газу, вдихання 
якого призводить до миттєвої 
смерті, яка не залишає слідів. 
У 1962 році Сташинський втік 
на Захід, і таємне стало явним. 
Сенсаційний міжнародний скан- 
дал у зв'язку з самовикриттям 
московського  кілера відкрив 
завісу над однією з найбільш 
зловісних сторін діяльності ра- 
дянського режиму. 

Дев'ятий розділ книги, де 
описується, як був убитий Cre- 
пан Бандера, професор Плохій 
назвав «Герр Попель». Розділ 
починається з розповіді про пер- 
шу і невдалу спробу Сташинсь- 
кого убити Бандеру в травні 
1959 року. Тоді Сташинський 
передумав стріляти, ситуація 
здалася | йому небезпечною. 
Щоб обдурити куратора КДБ 
і ймовірного спостерігача (за 
ним таємно стежив інший агент 
того ж відомства), він вистрілив 
непомітно в землю, викинув «OT- 
руйний пістолет» в найближчу 
річку, куди в 1957 році кинув 
такий же пістолет, із якого вбив 
Ребета, i зламав виданий йому 
ключ від під'їзду будинку Банде- 
ри, зробивши вигляд, що не зміг 
відкрити двері. 

Друга спроба вбити лідера 
ОУН відбулася 15 жовтня 1959 
року. На всю операцію Москва 
відводила не більше 10 днів, 
після чого Сташинський мав 
негайно перебратися із ФРН до 
НДР. Того дня зранку він почав 
стежити за будинком Бандери. 
За планом він мав його вбити у 
вестибюлі. Опівдні він побачив, 

що Бандера виїхав із гаража на 
своєму «Опель-Капітані» 1 ку- 
дись поїхав. Потягнулося не- 
рвове очікування. Через годину 
той повернувся, і поки ставив 
машину в гараж, Сташинський 
відкрив ключем вхідні двері i 
принишк у вестибюлі за ліфтом. 
«Отруйний пістолет» він тримав 
загорнутим у газету. 

Як тільки Бандера увійшов в 
вестибюль, кілер підійшов до 


Професор Сергій Плохій 


нього впритул, підняв газету на 
рівень його обличчя і натиснув 
на курок. Не затримуючись 1 не 
обертаючись, Сташинський вий- 
шов і зачинив за собою двері. 
Про те, що він виконав завдан- 
ня і вбив Степана Бандеру, він 
дізнався лише наступного дня 
в аеропорту - про це писали всі 
газети. Чи була акція Сташинсь- 
кого частиною більш широкої 
програми КДБ зі знищення 


антирадянської міграції? Чи 
був у структурі цього відомства 
відділ, який спеціалізувався 


на зарубіжних вбивствах? Як 
взагалі все це було організовано? 
Ці питання Радіо Свобода поста- 
вило автору книги - професору 
Сергію Плохію. 

- Був спеціальний відділ 
КДБ, який займався вбивства- 
ми. Однак Богдан Сташинський 
не був агентом цього відділу, 
він служив у відділі по роботі з 
еміграцією. Таке враження, що 
вбивствами займалися відразу 
кілька відділів, принаймні, у них 
було таке право. 

Спеціальної програми вбивств 
не було, але вбивства були ча- 
стиною «репертуару» цього 
відомства. Ідея полягала в тому, 
щоб посварити дві різні групи в 
українській еміграції. Передба- 
чалося, що вбивство сприймуть 
як акцію, вчинену політичним 
конкурентом, 1, таким  чи- 
ном, виникнуть конфлікти в 
емігрантському середовищі. 

Що стосується історії з вбив- 
ством Бандери, то тут від само- 
го початку КДБ орієнтувався 
на його ліквідацію, причому ця 
операція готувалася дуже до- 
вго - з кінця 40-х років. Судячи 
зі спогадів співробітників КДБ, 
середній командний склад цього 
відомства був проти цієї операції. 


"Пояснювалося це тим, що аген- 


тура КДБ на той час вже глибоко 
проникла в оточення Бандери і 
могла ним маніпулювати через 
його зв'язки з Україною, які та- 
кож контролювалися КДБ. На 
думку цих офіцерів, оперативної 
необхідності в ліквідації Бан- 
дери не було. Однак проблема 
полягала в тому, що в той час 
очільником партії, а значить, 
і держави, був Микита Хру- 
щов, який ще в 40-ві роки ак- 
тивно займався боротьбою з 
українським націоналізмом у 
Західній Україні, і накази щодо 
Бандери і української еміграції 
віддавалися згори. За вбивство 
Бандери Богдан Сташинський 
був нагороджений орденом Чер- 
воного прапора, причому вручив 
його особисто тодішній очільник 
КДБ Олександр Шелєпін. 

- Чи означає це, що для таких 
вбивств потрібна була санкція 
Політбюро або генсека? 

- В опублікованих cmora- 
дах Володимира Семичастно- 
го - наступного після Шелєпіна 
очільника КДБ - їх автор скар- 
житься на те, що голова КДБ 
не міг одноосібно віддавати на- 
каз про ліквідацію, такі рішення 
ухвалювалося нагорі. Треба 
сказати, що ця практика була 
легалізована спеціальною поста- 
новою закритої сесії Верховного 
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Вбивство Бандери готувалося дужедовго- проф. Плохій 


Кадр із фільму «Атентат: Осіннє вбивство в Mionxeni» 


суду. У ній йшлося проліквідацію 


так званих «зрадників», 
які повинні були бути або 
колишніми співробітниками 


органів безпеки, або радянськи- 
ми громадянами, які живуть на 
Заході. Однак поняття «радянсь- 
кий громадянин» трактувалося 
дуже широко, наприклад, Ребет 
i Бандера ніколи радянськими 
громадянами не були, але похо- 
дили з території, яка була анек- 
сована Радянським Союзом під 
час Другої світової війни. 

- Чому КДБ таку пильну ува- 
гу приділяв саме українській 
еміграції, а не балтійській, не 
російській, не вірменській? 

- Увага приділялася всім 
еміграціям. Але, дійсно, 
українська міграція користу- 
валася особливою увагою КДБ. 
Було це пов'язано, по-перше, 
з її численністю, а по-друге, 
з її високою  організованістю 
і  мобілізаційною здатністю, 
оскільки з значна il частина 
і її лідери були учасниками 
українського збройного підпілля, 
збройного опору на території 
СРСР, і, на думку влади, стано- 
вили головну загрозу. 

- Ви зазначаєте, що Хрущов 
особисто був зацікавлений у 
ліквідації лідерів української 
еміграції. Чому? 

- Він був очільником компартії 
України Ha початку 0|Другої 
світової війни (1939 рік), і це під 
його керівництвом відбувалася 
радянизація Західної України 
після її захоплення Радянським 
Союзом. Потім, із 1944 року 
він був дуже активно залуче- 
ний у боротьбу з українським 
націоналістичним підпіллям. 

- Ви пишете, що Богдан Ста- 
шинський був завербований КДБ 
за допомогою шантажу. Поясніть 
це, будь ласка. 

- Справа в тому, що його 
сім'я була активно залучена в 
українське підпілля. Його стар- 
ша сестра була зв'язковою в 
цьому підпіллі, інша сестра була 
нареченою одного з командирів 
Української повстанської армії. 
Богдану на той час було 19 років. 
Він був поставлений в умови: 
або він піде на співпрацю, або 
він і вся його родина будуть 
заарештовані. Врешті-решт, він 
вирішив співпрацювати. 

— Якби Виописалиособистість 
Сташинського? 

- У той час він був студентом, 
вивчав математику. Він був пер- 
шим членом сім'ї, який отриму- 
вав вищу освіту. Коли він був за- 
вербований, то багато постулатів 
комуністичної ідеології він при- 
йняв як самовиправдання. Він 
вселив собі, що збройне підпілля 
приречене, а комуністичний ре- 
жим несе в собі якісь позитивні 
речі i для України, i для Союзу в 
цілому. 


Але певні елементи сумніву у 
нього були. Ці елементи, зокре- 
ма, проявилися, коли, всупереч 
забороні своїх кураторів у КДБ, 
він на зустрічі з Шелєпіним 
наполіг на тому, щоб йому дозво- 
лили одружуватися на Інге Поль 
- німкені з НДР, яка була дуже 
антиросійськи і антирадянськи 
налаштовна. Її мати постражда- 
ла під час радянської окупації 
Німеччини - була кілька разів 
згвалтована. Сташинський при- 
ховав від керівництва КДБ, що 
вінчався в церкві. Він вважав, 
що його дуже релігійні батьки це 
схвалили б. Одруження з антира- 
дянськи налаштованою ІЇнге вия- 
вилося доленосним. Зрештою, 
під її впливом вони вирішили, 
що, коли його вкотре направлять 
за кордон, він там залишиться. 
Якщо вірити Сташинському, він 
дуже болісно переживав свою 
роль кілера КДБ. 

- Ви цитуєте матеріали до- 
питу Сташинського в ЦРУ, на 
якому він стверджував, що діяв 
з ідейних мотивів. Чи був він 
комуністичним  фанатиком до 
одруження? 

- Думаю, що фанатиком він 
не був, але ті пропагандистські 
ідеї, які йому запропонували як 
виправдання його діяльності, він 
прийняв, i це стало частиною 
його нової ідентичності. Навіть 
під час суду в Карлерує в 1962 
році він називав себе росіянином, 
він i дружині представився як 
росіянин. Тобто це була пробле- 
ма не тільки ідеологічної, а й 
національної ідентичності. 

Иого прагнення | одружи- 
тися з Їнге і певні сумніви 
в | комуністичній ідеології, 
викликані 0 релігійним  вихо- 
ванням, говорять про те, що в 
ньому (Сташинському -- ред.) 
відбувалася боротьба цих двох 
начал: сімейного виховання 1 
служби в КДБ. Зрештою цей 
конфлікт вилився у втечу на 
Захід. 

— Але жвін He просто втік - бу- 
демо вважати, під впливом дру- 
жини, - він же ще й здався аме- 
риканському ЦРУ... 

- З його точки зору, це був 
єдиний спосіб залишитися в 
живих. Він знав, які методи 
застосовує його відомство щодо 
так званих «зрадників». Він вва- 
жав, що після втечі для нього і 
його сім'ї єдиний спосіб вижити 
- отримати захист спецслужб За- 
ходу в обмін на інформацію, яку 
він готовий надати. 

Для нього було шоком, що 


американці, вислухавши його, 
йому He повірили. Для них 
його історія була настільки 


неймовірною, що вони вирішили 
передати його західнонімецькій 
поліції, яка провела 
розслідування, в результаті яко- 
го з'ясувалося, що він говорив 


правду. Парадоксально, але на 
суді завданням  Сташинського 
було довести, що він був винен. | 
якби він відмовився від своїх по- 
казань, ніяких підстав для Його 
засудження не було б. 

ЦРУ можна зрозуміти: впер- 
ше воно зіткнулося з таким 
невідомим і таким особливим 
способом вбивства: з якимось 
отруєним шприцом або неба- 
ченим пістолетом. У ЦРУ була 
власна версія вбивства Банде- 
ри. Там вважали, що він був 
отруєний кимось із найближчого 
оточення, підсипати йому отруту 
в каву або чай. Це була їхня ро- 
боча версія, і раптом з'являється 
людина, яка пропонує свою 
версію, яка суперечила всьому, 
чим ЦРУ володіло на той мо- 
мент. 

У Сташинського було кілька 
документів Ha різних осіб. 
Один паспорт був на ім'я Ста- 
шинського, два інших - на гро- 
мадян у Східній та Західній 
Європі. Американці не змог- 
ли ідентифікувати його особу. 
Великі сумніви у них були і в 
правдивості його свідчень, і вони 
вирішили його позбутися. Все 
це відбувалося в ситуації, коли 
Берлін щойно був розділений 
стіною, і в американців 1 без Ста- 
шинського була купа клопотів. 
Їм просто не хотілося возитися 
з людиною, яку вони не могли 
ідентифікувати і яка пригощає їх 
фантастичними, на їхню думку, 
історіями; i вони вирішили пере- 
дати його поліції. 

- Чи не могли б Ви докладніше 
описати «отруйний пістолет», 
яким користувався Сташинсь- 
кий? 

- Це був циліндр, в який встав- 
лялася ампула з рідиною на 
основі ціаністого калію. У мо- 
мент натискання курка ампула 
розбивалася, і рідина виприску- 
валася у вигляді газоподібної 
хмарки. I коли людина її вдиха- 
ла, наступала миттєва смерть. Це 
був пістолет, яким користувалася 
німецька розвідка під час Другої 
світової війни і який був удо- 
сконалений в КДБ. До 1959 року 
це вже була «двостволка» - У 
пістолета було вже два ствола, 3 
яких можна було стріляти окре- 
мо. Передбачалося, що Бандера 
буде з охоронцем 1 знадобиться 
два постріли. Удосконалення 
цього пістолета відбувалося між 
1957 i 1959 роками. 

- Під час стрільби з нього 
потрібно було, мабуть, перебува- 
ти на певній відстані від жертви? 

— Потрібно було вистрілити в 
обличчя. А сам кілер повинен 
був приймати таблетку антидо- 
ту до і після операції. Потрібно 
було дуже близько підійти до 
жертви. 

- Це пристрій чимось нагадує 
«стріляючу парасольку», за до- 
помогою якої в Лондоні вбили 
болгарського дисидента Георгія 
Маркова... 

- Наскільки мені відомо, цією 
парасолькою потрібно було вко- 
лоти людину. Зрештою, на трупі 
Маркова була виявлена слід від 
уколу і капсула з рицином, яка 
потрапила в результаті цього уко- 
лу в тіло. «Отруйний пістолет» 
сліду не залишав. 

- Ви пишете, що Бандера був 
попереджений про замах, який 
на нього готували, і що йому ра- 
дили виїхати з Мюнхена, але він 
відмовився. A хто його попере- 

див? 

- Про це попередження ми 
знаємо зі спогадів керівника охо- 
рони Бандери. Він пише, що в 


Прод. на ст. 12 
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Book relates story of Ukrainian | Volume 3 of Hrushevsky’s 
History launched 


By Ksenia Fedyna 

Approximately 75 
people gathered in the 
Solarium of St. John’s 
Cultural Centre, ге- 
cently, for the presen- 
tation of a newly pub- 
lished book, “Ukrain- 
ian Sugar Beet Immi- 
grants”. 

This book  fea- 
tures a little-known 
aspect of Canadian 
immigration history. 
In 1948 to 1950, 
the federal govern- 
ment, the provincial 
government and the 
sugar beet indus- 
try worked together 
to bring to Canada 


Left to right: Oleh Iwanusiw, Vadym Olijnyk, MLA Jessica Littlewood, Orysia Olijnyk, 
Bozhena Iwanusiw 


sugar beet immigrants 


families displaced by 
World War II to tend sugar beets 
in Alberta. It is the only time that 
we know of where the Canadian 
government paid for the passage 
of whole families, all the way from 
Displaced Persons Camps in Eur- 
ope to Lethbridge, Alberta. A few 
hundred families gratefully seized 
this opportunity to come to Canada 
by signing contracts to work on the 
sugar beet fields of Southern Al- 
berta. Here they were introduced 
to life in Canada while coping with 
considerable adversity. 

Oleh Iwanusiw, president of the 
Foundation of the Encyclopedia 
of Ukraine, of Toronto opened the 
evening. “This year, as the Ukrain- 
ian community celebrates 125 years 


of settlement in Canada, it gives us 
pleasure to add to these celebrations 
by honouring those who came 68 
years ago, only 57 years after the ar- 
rival of the initial Ukrainian settlers 
and the establishment of numerous 
Ukrainian settlements in Alberta 
and elsewhere,” he said. The Foun- 
dation spearheaded and sponsored 
this publication. An additional grant 
from the Alberta Historical Resour- 
ces Foundation made it possible for 
Orysia Olijnyk and Vadym Olijnyk, 
the authors, to research and record 
these immigration stories. 

In attendance was Jessica Little- 
wood, MLA for Fort Saskatch- 
ewan-Vegreville. She brought 
greetings on behalf of the Province 


of Alberta. 

Afterwards, Orysia Olijnyk 
talked briefly about the informa- 
tion gathering for this book. A 
lively question and answer session 
ensued. The audience included 
several individuals who were ori- 
ginal participants (Dackiw, Iwan- 
usiw, Olijnyk, Opyr, Pastuszenko, 
Romaniuk) in the project. 

The evening ended with an op- 
portunity for the attendees to min- 
gle as well as meet with the authors 
individually while enjoying те- 
freshments. 

The publication is available 
through ACUA (9534-87 St.), Aud- 
reys Books (10702 Jasper Ave.), or 
from the authors (780-452-4969). 


UNF-Montreal’s literary circle 


marks its first successful year 


(UNF-Montreal)— 
Reaching out to lo- 
cal Montreal writers, 
avid readers, transla- 
tors, enthusiasts of 
literature and anyone 
interested in Ukrain- 
ian literary develop- 
ments in Ukraine or 
North America, the 
Montreal branch of 
Ukrainian National 
Federation (UNF) 
formed a Literary 
Circle organized by 
members Rostyslav 
Nemtsev and Andriy 
Hovorun. On Decem- 
ber 17 the Literary 


PHOTO — MML INC 


Quebec author Claire Bergeron (2nd from right) with Literary Circle co-chair Andriy 
Hovorun (far left), UCC-Montreal past president Zorianna Hrycenko and co-chair 
Rostyslav Метізеу. 


Circle marked its first 


successful year having organized 
14 literary events throughou. the 
year; many included connecting 
online speaking with current writ- 
ers in Ukraine. 

The evening’s special program 
celebrating the first anniversary 
of the UNF Literary Circle includ- 
ed the Montreal book launch for 
American-Ukrainian writer Irena 
Kowal, author of “Displaced”, a 
riveting true-life novel, based on 
family history and a background 
of World War II. Currently liv- 
ing in Boston, author Irena Kowal 
grew up in America after her par- 
ents fled the war and Soviet—oc- 
cupied Ukraine. Excerpts of her 
English-language book were read 
with emotion by well-known ac- 
tor and theatre director Hryhorij 
Hlady capturing the depth of Kow- 
al’s style, and excerpts from the 
Ukrainian translation of the book 
called "Мегагетіепі" read by 


event-organizer Rostyslavy Nemt- 
sey. Author Irena Kowal captivated 
listeners as she spoke about her 
writing process, plays she wrote 
and produced successfully on stage 
in Kyiv, and answered many ques- 
tions from the audience in either 
Ukrainian or English about her 
writing, work as a former journal- 
ist for BBC Ukraine, importance of 
literature. A book signing provided 
an opportunity to further speak 
with the author. 

The evening also featured sop- 
rano Maryna Krejcar, as well as 
Rostyslav handing out special 
thank you certificates to individ- 
uals that helped make possible the 
Literary Circle’s success, which in- 
cluded the president of UNF-Mont- 
real Dr. Artem Luhovy, members 
Orysia Koral, Eugene Struminsky, 
Hryhorij Hlady and others. 

A reception organized by Tanya 
Nemtsev and her team of volun- 


teers followed, allowing everyone 
to mingle and continue conversa- 
tions with the special guest Irena 
Kowal and her husband Thor. For 
more information on Irena Kowal 
and her writing, visit: irenakowal. 
com 

In the fall of 2016, another sig- 
nificant book launch and book sign- 
ing was held for French-language, 
Quebec writer Claire Bergeron 
who wrote “Les amants maudits de 
Spirit Lake” a gripping novel about 
the unjust internment of Ukrainians 
at Spirit Lake, Quebec. She was in- 
vited by the UNF Literary Circle to 
participate at the annual Montreal 
Ukrainian Festival’s UNF kiosk. 
Also participating was well-known 
publicist Anetta Antonenko in- 
vited from Ukraine, former owner 
and director of Calyaria Publish- 
ing House, dedicated in promot- 
ing modern Ukrainian literature in 
Ukraine and around the world. 


(CIUS)—The Peter Jacyk Cen- 
tre for Ukrainian Historical Re- 
search of the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, University 
of Alberta, and CIUS Press an- 
nounce the publication of a new 
volume of Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s 
History of Ukraine-Rus’. The new 
English-language volume 3, like 
the eight volumes previously pub- 
lished (between 1997 and 2014), 
was prepared by the Jacyk Centre’s 
Hrushevsky Translation Project. 
With its appearance this year, vol- 
ume 3, subtitled To the Year 1340, 
also marks the 150th anniversary 
of Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s birth. 

Hrushevsky characterized his 
multivolume History of Ukraine- 
Rus’ as the story of the Ukrainian 
people’s existence from the earliest 
times to the modern era. In volume 
3 he deals with one of that history’s 
least known but most intriguing 
periods—the time of the pre-emi- 
nence of the Galician-Volhynian 
state and the spread of Tatar (Mon- 
gol) rule over the Ukrainian lands. 
In this volume the master historian 
also offers a comprehensive dis- 
cussion of the political, social, and 
cultural life of the Old Rus’ per- 
iod, during the flourishing of the 
princely state centered in Kyiv. 

Hrushevsky represents the Gal- 
ician-Volhynian state as a western- 
based successor to Kyivan Old 
Rus’. He describes the Galician- 
Volhynian state’s formation and 
the dynastic circumstances that 
subsequently led to its decline. One 
focus is on Danylo Romanovych, 
the eminent ruler who played a ma- 
jor role in the affairs of east cen- 
tral Europe and received a crown 
from the pope. Danylo succeeded 
in uniting the Volhynian lands and 
extended his rule over the Halych 
principality (Galicia), protecting 
his state against the Tatars while 
seeking support from the West. 
In this volume Hrushevsky also 
describes the situation in the Dni- 
pro lands after the Tatar invasion. 
Turning to an examination of life 
in the Ukrainian lands during the 
entire Old Rus’ period, Hrushevsky 
discusses the political, military, 
and judicial systems, religious life, 
artistic and literary achievements, 
economic matters, social structure, 
and the everyday life of ordinary 
people. Throughout his narrative 
Hrusheysky demonstrates the eru- 
dition and command of source ma- 
terials for which he is renowned. 

The English-language volume 
includes introductions addressing 
its contents and ongoing scholarly 
significance by Svitlana Pankova, 
director of the Hrushevsky Museum 
in Kyiv, and Volodymyr Aleksandro- 
vych, historian at the Krypiakevych 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies of 
Lviv, as well as an appended essay 
dealing with literature and education 
in Old Rus’ by Robert Romanchuk 
of Florida State University. Contents 
include Hrushevsky’s own detailed 
bibliographical essays with exten- 
sive updates by contemporary schol- 
ars, including Leontii Voitovych, 
Volodymyr Aleksandrovych, Chris- 
tian Raffensperger, Charles J. Halp- 
erin, Tomasz Wislicz, and Maryna 
Kravets. The volume also features 
a newly compiled bibliography of 
all works cited by Hrushevsky, four 
maps with accompanying notes, and 
a genealogical table with explana- 
tory note. 

Work on the English-language 
edition of the History of Ukraine- 
Rus’ is supported by the endowment 
established by the late Peter Jacyk 
of Toronto, founder of the Jacyk 


HISTORY of ПИ 
UKRAINE-RUS' 


» Volume Three » 
To the Year 1340 


PHOTO — CIUS 
Cover illustration of the History of 
Ukraine-Rus’, volume 3: Christ in 
His Glory, from the Egbert (Trier) 
Psalter (11th c.). 


Centre, and by the Petro Jacyk 
Educational Foundation, headed by 
Nadia Jacyk. The preparation of the 
new volume had the financial sup- 
port of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society, Inc., USA, which already 
in the 1950s proposed the transla- 
tion of Hrushevsky’s History into 
English as essential to the develop- 
ment of Ukrainian scholarship. The 
estate of Edward Brodacky, Lon- 
don, England, provided a generous 
donation toward the volume’s pub- 
lication, and the BCU Foundation, 
Toronto, provided funds for print- 
ing and dissemination. 

Volume 3 was translated by the 
late Bohdan Struminski, an emi- 
nent philologist and associate of 
the Ukrainian Research Institute, 
Harvard University. Dr. Struminski 
also translated volume 7 (pub- 
lished in 1999) and volume 9, 
book 1 (2005). Consulting editors 
of volume 3 were Yaroslav Fedor- 
uk of the Institute of Archaeog- 
raphy and Source Studies, Kyiv, 
and Robert Romanchuk, Florida 
State University. The volume was 
edited by Frank E. Sysyn, director 
of the Jacyk Centre and editor in 
chief of the Hrushevsky Transla- 
tion Project, assisted by managing 
editor Uliana M. Pasicznyk. Marta 
Horban-Carynnyk also edited the 
text. Scholarly consultants in- 
cluded Christian Raffensperger, 
Charles J. Halperin, Renata Holod, 
Tomasz Wislicz, Maryna Kravets, 
Victor Ostapchuk, Stephen Row- 
ell, Michael Moser, Rostyslav 
Paranko, Giovanna Brogi, Olenka 
Pevny, and Andras Riedelmayer. 
The bibliography was compiled 
by Andrii Grechylo and Myron 
Kapral, and the index was com- 
piled by Myron Kapral and Antoni 
Feloniuk. The Table of Rulers was 
compiled by Marko R. Stech and 
Tania Plawuszezak-Stech, who 
also worked on other aspects of 
the volume. Myroslav Yurkevich 
edited the bibliography, and Marta 
Daria Olynyk translated the intro- 
ductions. Also providing editor- 
ial assistance were Serhii Plokhy, 
Andrij Hornjatkevy¢, and Dushan 
Bednarsky. Marko R. Stech, direc- 
tor of CIUS Press, supervised the 
publishing process. 

Like all volumes of the His- 
tory of Ukraine-Rus’, volume 3 
can be purchased via the secure 
on-line ordering system of CIUS 
Press at www.ciuspress.com or by 
contacting CIUS Press by e-mail 
(cius@ualberta.ca) or telephone 
(780 492-2972). The volume is 
priced at $119.95 (plus taxes and 
shipping; outside Canada, prices 
are in U.S. dollars). 
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Провокація 
проти України 


Повчальна історія з 
пам'ятником Олені Телізі 


Богдан Червак, Радіо Свобода 
(Рубрика «Точка зору») 

Оргкомітет із підготовки та 
проведення заходів у зв'язку 
з 75-ми роковинами трагедії 
Бабиного Яру ухвалив рішення 
про встановлення пам'ятника 
Олені Телізі - визначній діячці 
ОУН, відомій поетесі. 

Наразі, у Бабиному 0 Яру 
розпочалися будівельні роботи 
із встановлення 0 пам'ятника. 
Орієнтовна дата їхнього 
завершення - березень цього 

року. Міський голова Віталій 
Кличко і міністр культури 
Україні Євген Нищук 
здійснюють особистий патронат 
над будівництвом, що вселяє 
надію на те, що пам'ятник Олені 
Телізі нарешті буде встановлено. 

Повчальна і промовиста історія 
з ухваленням цього рішення. 

Загалом вона Mae «довгу 
бороду», адже тягнеться ще 
з 2006 року, коли тодішній 
президент | України | Віктор 
Ющенко підписав відповідний 
указ. Але у даному випадку мова 
не про це. 

Під час засідання згаданого 
Оргкомітету виник дуже 
характерний інцидент. 
Серед запрошених виявився 
представник Антифашистського 
комітету України Олександр 
Найман, який підійшов до 
співголови Оргкомітету, прем'єр- 
міністра України Володимира 
Гройсмана й поклав перед ним 
ксерокопію якоїсь статті з газети 
«Українське слово» за 1941 рік. 
Так, принаймні, це виглядало. 

Після цього виголосив палку 
промову. На його думку, у цій 
газеті українські націоналісти, 
зокрема Олена Теліга, 
публікували ксенофобські 
матеріали, а отже недопустимо 
вшановувати їхню пам'ять у 
Бабиному Яру. 

У залі здійнявся гучний галас. 
Емоції людей, які не сприйняли 
виступу «антифашиста», 
зашкалювали. Одразу було 
надано роз'яснення щодо ролі 
і місця Олени Теліги в подіях 
Другої світової війни та ii 
трагічної і водночас героїчної 
загибелі від рук німецьких 
окупантів. 

Треба віддати належне 
Володимиру Гройсману. Він 
не піддався Ha провокацію, 
заспокоїв присутніх, закликав 
усіх | пам'ятати, | що вони 
громадяни незалежної держави, 
мають шанувати свою історію 
і героїв, а він, як співголова 
Оргкомітету із підготовки та 
проведення заходів у зв'язку з 75- 
ми роковинами трагедії Бабиного 
Яру, не допустить розпалювання 
в | Україні | міжнаціональної 
ворожнечі. 

Одна важлива деталь. 
Вихватку «антифашиста» також 
не підтримав жоден із присутніх 
членів Оргкомітету, в тому 
числі представників єврейських 
громадських організацій. 

Цей епізод мав несподіване 


продовження. Уже під 
час наступного засідання 
Оргкомітету, яке відбулося 
безпосередньо |на території 


Бабиного Яру, історик і відомий 
дослідник Києва Сергій Кот 


Олена Теліга (1907-1942) 


повернувся до цього інциденту. 
Він повідомив Володимира 
Гройсмана, що віднайшов 
«скандальну» шпальту газети 
«Українське слово». Але там 
не виявилося статті Олени 
Теліги. Більше того, відома 
поєтеса ніколи не публікувала 
своїх статей у цій газеті. Під 
час війни Теліга редагувала 
інший націоналістичний 
часопис - «Літаври», який мав 
чітке літературне і мистецьке 
спрямування. 

Відтак | існують підстави 
вважати, що йшлося не просто 
про зрив роботи Оргкомітету 
чи HaMaraHHaA дискредитувати 
Олену  Телігу, а провокацію 
проти України. Адже усе це 
відбулося у контексті підготовки 
до відзначення трагедії Бабиного 
Яру - події, яка, без сумніву, має 
міжнародний вимір. 

У чому промовистість цієї 
історії? 

Ось так, багато років поспіль за 
допомогою різних фальшивок і 
фальсифікацій «антифашистів», 
y такий підлий спосіб 
дискредитувався | український 
національно-визвольний | рух, 
особливо періоду Другої світової 
війни. 

У чому її повчальність? 

Стає очевидним, що такі підлі 
методи боротьби з історичною 


пам'яттю українців 0 більше 
неефективні, навіть коли йдеться 
про таку складну сторінку 


вітчизняної історії, як трагедія 
Бабиного Яру. 

До речі, сьогодні у Бабиному 
Яру стоїть кам'яний Пам'ятний 
Хрест на честь Олени Теліги і її 
ОУНівських соратників. Коли він 
ще був дерев'яний, його постійно 
підпалювали, надпилювали, 
обливали | чорною фарбою. 
Вандалів ніколи не знаходили. 
А обіцянка влади встановити 


на (його місці повноцінний 
пам'ятник Олені Телізі і її 
соратникам, які загинули за 


незалежність України, й досі 
залишається лише обіцянкою. 
Як уже зазначав, у березні 
мають завершитися усі роботи 
із встановлення пам'ятника. Але 
його офіційне відкриття доцільно 
провести 21 лютого. Саме цього 
дня нацисти закатували Олену 
Телігу i її чоловіка Михайла. 
Богдан Червак - голова ОУН-М 
Думки, висловлені в рубриці 
«Точка зору», передають 
погляди самих авторів і не конче 
відображають позицію редакції 
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Вбивство Бандери готувалося 
дуже довго - проф. Плохій 


Прод. із ст. 10 


оточенні Бандери був подвійний 
агент, який працював на ОУН і на 
КДБ, який постачав інформацію 
обом сторонам. В одному з його 
донесень Бандері було сказано, 
що під час зустрічі з куратора- 
ми з КДБ йому стало відомо, що 
готується серія замахів і що при 
цьому буде використано якусь 
нову зброю. А те, що Бандера 
відмовився прислухатись до по- 
ради і виїхати з Мюнхена, і що 
здебільшого він не користував- 
ся охороною, підтверджується з 
багатьох джерел. Врешті-решт, 
після довгого стану війни, в 
якому, на думку Бандери, пере- 
бувала ОУН, почуття небезпеки 
притупляється. Він вважав, що 
в таких обставинах потрібно 
продовжувати боротися, а не 
відступати. 

- А чому Богдан Сташинський 
отримав такий порівняно неве- 
ликий тюремний термін (вісім 
років) і навіть був достроково 
звільнений? 

- Суд відбувався в жовтні 1962 
року - в один з найбільш напру- 
жених моментів Холодної війни, 
напередодні Карибської кризи. 
Процес був дуже ідеологічним. 
В кінцевому підсумку голов- 
ними злочинцями були визнані 
керівники радянської держави. 
І в цьому світлі Сташинський 
розглядався судом як знаряд- 
дя в руках злочинців. У заслугу 
йому поставили той факт, що він 
розповів всьому світу про зло- 
чини радянського режиму в той 
час, коли інших доказів не було. 

Що стосується його достроко- 
вого звільнення, то це норма при 
хорошій поведінці у в'язниці. 
Його дострокове 1 звільнення 
викликає менше запитань, ніж 
відносно короткий тюремний 
термін за обидва вбивства. Те, 
що процес Сташинського вия- 
вився ідеологічно забарвленим, і 
те, що головним обвинуваченим 
на ньому виявився Олександр 
Шелєпін, зіграло вкрай негатив- 
ну роль у долі очільника КДБ. 
Він був головним політичним 
конкурентом Брежнєва в 60- 
ті — Ha початку 70-х років. 
Остаточний удар по Шелєпіну 
Брежнєв завдав навесні 1975 
року, коли вивів його зі складу 
Політбюро. А сталося це після 
того, як Шелєпін багато років не 
виїжджав на Захід, де за резуль- 
татами процесу Сташинського 
вважався злочинцем, Нарешті в 
квітні 1975 року він як керівник 
радянських профспілок виїхав 


до Великої Британії, де відбулися 
масові демонстрації протесту. Це 
було використано Брежнєвим, 
щоб прибрати його з політбюро. 

- Ви пишете, що після втечі 
Сташинського на Захід виникло 
безліч спекуляцій про причи- 
ни, що спонукали його тікати. 
Виникло навіть припущення, 
що все це було спланованою 
операцією КДБ. Що Ви про це 
думаєте? 

- Тут ми стикаємося з типово 
конспіративними теоріями. Про- 
цес над Сташинським викликав 
гучний міжнародний скандал і 
дуже негативно позначився на 
образі Радянського Союзу і ра- 
дянських керівників, причому не 
тільки Шелєпіна, але і Хрущова. 
Реакція радянського керівництва 
на втечу Сташинського відкидає 
версію спланованої КДБ акції. 17 
співробітників КДБ в Східному 
Берліні були відкликані, части- 
на з них опинилася у в'язниці. 
Конспіративна теорія, що Бан- 
деру нібито вбив інший агент 
КДБ, і щоб відвести підозру від 
справжнього вбивці в оточенні 
Бандери, пожертвували  Ста- 
шинським, як і інші теорії, не 
виглядає переконливою. 

- Що відомо про життя Ста- 
шинського після звільнення 3 
в'язниці і від'їзду з Німеччини 
до ПАР? 

- Те, що відомо, міститься 
в низці статей колишнього 
очільника поліції 0 Південно- 
Африканської республіки (ПАР) 
генерала Гельденхейса, які були 
опубліковані в середині 80-х 
років. Він пише, що Сташинсь- 
кий прибув до ПАР наприкінці 
60-х років, що йому була зроблена 
пластична операція, що він знову 
одружився (шлюб з Інге не пере- 
жив його процесу) 1 що він кон- 
сультував південноафриканську 
розвідку. Мені вдалося взяти 
інтерв'ю у генерала Гельден- 
хейса, який підтвердив всю цю 
інформацію. У книзі я спро- 
бував реконструювати 0 життя 
і діяльність Сташинського в 
ПАР, з огляду на його співпрацю 
з місцевою  контррозвідкою. 
Швидше за все, він був радни- 
ком південноафриканської вла- 
ди, яка якраз в цей час починала 
операцію проти партизансько- 
го руху в Родезії. Сташинський 
цілком міг бути експертом в цій 
галузі, з огляду на його досвід 
роботи в Західній Україні під час 
боротьби з УПА. 

-Вицитуєте статтю німецького 
журналіста, яка має назву «Ста- 
шинський - це ідеологічний Рас- 


кольников». Чи є сенс в цьому 
порівнянні? 

- У статті йдеться про те, що 
людина, яка здійснює вбивство, 
врешті-решт кається. Це те, що 
сталося зі Сташинським. Він по- 
каявся. | це стало частиною його 
процесу перетворення. У цьому 
в мене немає сумніву. 

- Мені здалося, що Ви дещо 
романтизуєте героя своєї книги. 
Адже її назва - це парафраз назви 
останнього роману lena Флемінга 
про Джеймса Бонда: «Людина із 
золотим пістолетом»... 

- Зв'язок з Флемінгом для мене 
не є елементом романтизації 
Сташинського. «Флемінг, коли 
працював над цим романом, 
якраз знайомився з матеріалами, 
головним чином газетними, цьо- 
го процесу. Роман «Людина із 30- 
лотим пістолетом» починається 
зі сцени, коли Джеймс Бонд 
намагається вбити свого шефа в 
британській розвідці, використо- 
вуючи пістолет Сташинського. 
І перед цим вони обговорюють 
вбивство двох осіб із «отруй- 
ного пістолета». Тож історія 
Сташинського стала частиною 
сюжету роману Флемінга, і на- 
зва моєї книги лише підкреслює 
цей зв'язок, і в жодному разі не 
є спробою показати Богдана Ста- 
шинського різновидом Джеймса 
Бонда. 

- Ваша книга завершується 
такими словами: «Історія Cra- 
шинського це більш ніж 
історичний епізод. Це також 
екскурс у сьогодення і попере- 
дження про майбутнє». По суті, 
Ви цим відсилаєте читача до 
сучасної, путінської Росії. Чи 
продовжує ФСБ практику ра- 
дянського КДБ? 

- Так само, як в історії зі Ста- 
шинським, повну і остаточну 
відповідь на це питання ми змо- 
жемо дати лише після того, як ста- 
нуть доступними секретні архіви 
ФСБ. Те, що є, - це матеріали 
британського розслідування у 
справі Олександра Литвинен- 
ка. Судячи з неї, існують вагомі 
докази того, що ця практика 
продовжується. Сьогодні ми всє 
частіше 1 частіше говоримо про 
відродження Холодної війни. У 
цих умовах я розглядаю історію 
зі Сташинським як нагадування і 
попередження про те, що у заго- 
стрених відносинах старі методи 
поновлюються. Мені хотілося 
привернути увагу читача не 
тільки до одного з найбільш 
зловісних епізодів | Холодної 
війни, але i попередити про не- 
безпеку повторення минулого. 


Що Путін запропонує Трампу в обмін на Україну? 


(Голос Америки) Суть сто- 
сунків між США та Росією 
може змінитись лише у тому 
випадку, якщо Москва здатна 
буде запропонувати Вашингтону 
певний вигідний для Америки 
обмін. Про це пише експерт 
американського аналітичного 
центру Brookings Institution Стівен 
Пайфер, колишній посол США в 
Україні. 

Пайфер зазначає, що найбільш 
передбачуваним наслідком 
обрання | президентом | США 
Дональда Трампа стане зміна 
тональності у відносинах між 
Вашингтоном Ta  Московою. 
Натомість, переконаний експерт, 
характер цих відносин - який 
зараз визначається | політикою 


санкцій Заходу щодо Росії через її 
дії в Україні тощо - буде непросто 
змінити за суттю, адже однобічне 
зняття санкцій США не несе 
жодної вигоди для останніх. 
«Покращення тональності у 
відносинах може бути корисним, 
але значно важливіше те, що 
відбудеться співмірназмінасуті... 
Новообраний президент говорив, 
що він майстер укладати вигідні 
угоди. Ми виходимо з того, що 
тепер він буде прагнути укладати 
угоди в інтересах США. Це буде 
непросто», - міркує Пайфер. 
«Почнемо з України. Трамп 
може вирішити зняти санкції з 
Росії та визнати анексію Криму. 
Ці кроки покращать відносини 13 
Росією, але що він за це виторгує 


для США?» -наголошує Пайфер. 

«Путін Ta з інші російські 
посадовці не говорили нічого, 
що дозволило б думати, що 
вони готові дати США щось, 
що виправдало би дії Трампа», 
- підкреслив екс-посол США в 


Україні. 

«Офіційна | позиція | Росії 
полягає у тому, що США мають 
не лише зняти санкції , але і 


компенсувати Москві збитки за 
їх наслідки», - пише Пайфер. 

Експерт також наголосив, що 
не бачить варіантів вигідних 
пропозицій з боку Росії i за 
іншими проблемними сферами 
американо-російських відносин: 
конфліктом у Сирії та контролем 
за поширенням озброєнь. 
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Participants at the ground-breaking ceremony. Front Row, Left to Right: Vicky Beauchamp, President, Friends 
of St. Michael’s Society of Edmonton (FOSMOE); Stan Fisher, CEO St. Michael's Health Group (SMHG); St. 
Michael's Chef Ken Vilesak; Edmonton-Griesbach MP Kerry Diotte; Edmonton-Manning MP Ziad Aboultaif; 
Ward 7 Edmonton City Councillor Tony Caterina; Edmonton-Decore MLA Chris Neilsen; Ed Hladunewich, 


Chairman of те SMHG Board of Directors. - 


Construction begins on St. 
Michel’s kitchen expansion 


(UkrNews)—A_ ground-breaking ceremony was 
held January 12 to mark the start of construction for 
the major kitchen expansion at St. Michael’s Long 
Term Care Centre. 

Having been in the planning stages for about eight 
years, the new kitchen will feature more space (includ- 
ing meeting rooms) and upgraded equipment, and an 
extension to the existing basement. St. Michael’s cur- 
rently prepares 1,000 meals a day. 

Speaking at the luncheon that followed the ground- 
breaking ceremony, Edmonton-Griesbach MP Kerry 
Diotte congratulated St. Michael’s noting the quality 
of service and staff was “just amazing”. 

Edmonton-Decore MLA Chris Neilsen noted that 
“when complete, your renovated and modernized 
kitchen will be part of bringing St. Michael’s residents 
together for food and fellowship,” and read greetings 
from Alberta Health Minister Sarah Hoffman who 
stated: “The care you provide to your residents is ex- 
cellent, and delivered with compassion by your fantas- 


Savchenko publishes ‘prisoner’ lists, 
angering Ukrainian authorities 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmaker Nadia Savchenko 

has published the names of hundreds of people who 
have been taken captive or gone missing during the 
nearly three-year-old war in eastern Ukraine, ignoring 
appeals by authorities to keep the information secret. 

In a Facebook post on January 10, Savchenko, a 
former military navigator who was jailed in Russia 
in 2014 and became a symbol of Ukrainian resistance 
against Russian aggression before her release in May, 
said she hoped that by publicizing the lists Ukrainian 
authorities would work faster to facilitate their release. 

“Why publish the lists of prisoners and missing 
people?” she wrote. “So that it would be possible to 
find them!” 

Savchenko laid out a three-step plan to exchange 
captives, find those believed to be held in secret jails, 
and locate and identify the remains of those missing 
who are found dead. 

A senior official at the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) told RFE/RL on condition of anonymity so 
that he could speak freely that his office was “not 
supportive” of Savchenko’s decision to publish the 
lists. Doing so, he said, makes relatives of those people 
listed “more vulnerable to scammers and people who 
want to abuse that information,” adding that it was 
the family’s right to decide whether they wanted the 
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Savchenko unveils 
new public movement 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmaker Nadia Savchenko has announced the 
formation of а new movement after a split with her former political party. 

Savchenko, an ex-military aviator who spent nearly two years in Rus- 
sian jails, announced in the western city of Lviv on December 27 that 
she had established the Civic Platform RUNA, an acronym for Ukrain- 
ian People’s Revolution. 

Savchenko said RUNA will not be a “political project” but rather a 
“mechanism” that she described as a “natural association of people” 
who do not follow “populist slogans.” 

Savchenko, 35, quit the Batkivschyna (Fatherland) party headed by 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko in October and was formally 
expelled from it earlier this month. 

The party was critical of Savchenko’s meeting in Minsk with Russia- 
backed separatist leaders from eastern Ukraine to discuss a prisoner swap. 

On December 22, Savchenko was expelled from Ukraine’s delegation 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and later 
from the Parliamentary Committee for National Defense and Security. 

Savchenko says she was abducted by Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine in June 2014 and taken illegally into Russia, where she 
was jailed and tried on charges of involvement in what Moscow called 
the killing of two Russian journalists who died in the conflict between 
the separatists and Kyiv’s forces. 

Savchenko was convicted earlier this year and sentenced to 22 years 
in prison, but was pardoned by Russian President Vladimir Putin on 
May 25 and released in a swap for two Russians held by Kyiv, which 
said they were servicemen. She was widely hailed as a hero upon her 
return to Ukraine, but has faced criticism from nationalists since then. 

Meanwhile, pro-Moscow separatists released two women captives on 
December 27. 

The women — judge Anzhelika Presnyakova and journalist Olha 
Svorak — were reportedly released due to Savchenko’s efforts. 
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Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 


tic staff. It’s a sign of your dedication to your residents 
that you’re taking this kitchen project on.” 

“This kitchen is about so much more than healthy 
meals and fancy equipment,” said Ward 7 Councillor 
Tony Caterina. 

“Tt symbolizes your commitment to ensuring that St. 
Michael’s clients receive first-rate care and service, it 
symbolizes your hard work and your vision and be- 
cause it’s a kitchen it symbolizes warmth and family.” 

Ed Hladunewich, Chair of St. Michael’s Board of 
Directors, stated that caring for the ageing population 
of the province is very complex and challenging. 

“Tf we are to do or strive to do an excellent job of 
caring for our seniors, we must work together — feder- 
al, provincial, municipal governments, Alberta Health 
Services etc. and along with St. Michael’s must carry 
on more discussions and planning on what we face 
next with the issue of seniors. St. Michael’s will take 
the lead role as the statistics and predictions indicate 
that this issue will grow.” 
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names of their loved ones to be disclosed. 

“We cooperated with [Savchenko] because after her 
release she wanted to help [with prisoner exchanges],” 
the SBU official said. “We shared information with her 
in confidence on the condition that she would not make 
that info public.” 

Savchenko outraged Ukrainian. authorities last 
month after meeting in secret on a trip to Minsk with 
separatist leaders for consultations on prisoner swaps. 
Criticized by her own political party for the move, she 
quit and launched her own political movement. 

More than 9,750 people have been killed since the 
conflict between Kyiv’s forces and Russia-backed 
separatists erupted in eastern Ukraine in April 2014, 
after Russia seized control of the Crimea Peninsula. 

Savchenko says she was abducted by Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine in June 2014 and taken 
illegally into Russia, where she was jailed and tried 
on charges of involvement in what Moscow called 
the killing of two Russian journalists who died in the 
conflict 

Savchenko was convicted earlier this year and 
sentenced to 22 years in prison, but was pardoned by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in May and released 
in a swap for two Russians held by Kyiv. She was 
widely hailed as a hero upon her return to Ukraine, but 
has faced criticism from nationalists since then. 
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between a Russian bank and servers associ- 
ated with the Trump campaign. 

Which leads to question number three: 

Why has Trump surrounded himself with 
so many Russian apologists, from Gen. Mi- 
chael Flynn, his soon-to-be National Security 
Advisor, who was hired as a paid contributor 
by Russian propaganda outlet RT after being 
pushed out of the Defense Intelligence Agency 
for his recklessness with classified information 
and poor management skills; to Carter Page, 
the Trump campaign advisor who allegedly 
changed the RNC platform to remove a plank 
condemning Russia’s annexation of Crimea, 
to Trump’s pick for secretary of state, Exxon 
Mobil oil man Rex Tillerson; a personal friend 
of Putin’s whose company had a $500 billion 
oil deal with Russia scuttled by U.S. sanctions 
over Putin’s invasion of Crimea. 

Even Trump’s ubiquitous TV flack and 
now the communications director for the 
inaugural committee, Boris Ephshtein, is a 
Russian-born investment banker who once 
served as the moderator of an “Invest in 
Moscow!” conference in New York in 2013 
before becoming a Republican talking head 
on cable TV. 

And there’s Paul Manafort, the Trump 
Tower resident and paid apparatchik of 
Putinworld, who exited the campaign in the 
summer, except that he really didn’t. 

It’s not just the personnel. Trump’s own 
actions raise the question of why he seems 
so compelled to make demonstrations of 
loyalty to Russia and its leader. 

Which brings us to question four: 

Were any of Trump’s team aware of the plan 
Russia was executing to upend the presiden- 
tial election? Stone, for one, has repeatedly 
boasted that he was in contact with Assange 
and privy to Wikileaks disclosures before they 
happened. And Russian officials claimed to 
have had contact with members of Trump’s 
team during the campaign although that is 
not easy to verify. And the cybersecurity firm 
CrowdStrike reported finding apparent pings 
between a Russian bank and servers associated 
with the Trump campaign 


It’s not just the odd confluence of connec- 
tions. Trump’s own actions raise the ques- 
tion of why he seems so compelled to make 
demonstrations of loyalty to Russia and its 
leader. 

Which leads us to a final question; on what 
basis, does Trump seem to so thoroughly 
trust Russia and Wikileaks? And what hap- 
pens if Russia and Wikileaks someday turn 
on him? What if, say, his administration is 
ultimately unwilling to help spring Assange 
from that Ecuadorian embassy in London 
where he’s hiding from rape charges, or in 
some other way crosses an organization that 
frequently takes a threatening tone with those 
who disagree with their tactics? What might 
the Russian government, and its cutout, 
have, or acquire, to use against the Amer- 
ican president, or members of his party, or 
other Democrats who displease them or their 
friends in Moscow? (Wikileaks is now vow- 
ing to build a “database” of verified Twitter 
users, including their personal and financial 
information, which sounds an awful lot like 
a threat to “dox” its opponents. Could that 
threat extend to any opponents of Trump or 
Putin, too?) 

For now, Trump has transferred his trust 
and loyalty to Russia and Wikileaks onto his 
Republican followers and to his sycophants 
like Sean Hannity, who like Trump (and an 
apologetic Sarah Palin) have fallen in line 
behind Trump’s newfound support for the 
disclosure of stolen material injurious to the 
United States. He’s even cowed some Re- 
publican lawmakers into going along: Ala- 
bama congressman Mo Brooks, who wanted 
to ’pre-impeach” Hillary Clinton before she 
even got sworn in if she’d won, refused this 
week to say whether he trusted America’s 
intelligence services more than he does As- 
sange. 

But things change. Interests change. And 
while it’s unlikely that the 70-year-old 
Russophile in the White House will do much 
changing, things are bound to happen over 
the next four years that he, and the country, 
don’t expect. And in life, the friends you 
make in the mud tend be even dirtier when 
they become your enemies. 


- Trump adviser discussed Putin 
call with Russian ambassador 


(RFE/RL)—News reports say U.S. 
President-elect Donald Trump’s national 
security adviser took a call from Russia’s 
ambassador last month to discuss setting up 
a conversation between Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

Reuters and the Associated Press (AP) 
reported that the adviser, Michael Flynn, 
also had multiple phone calls with Ambas- 
sador Sergei Kislyak on the same day that 
President Barack Obama announced the ex- 
pulsion of 35 Russian diplomats. 

That expulsion, plus new sanctions, were 
announced as part of aresponse to U.S. intel- 
ligence findings that Russian-backed hack- 
ers had intruded on U.S. political parties 
and hacked e-mails. U.S. officials had com- 
plained earlier about a multiyear campaign 
of harassment of its diplomats in Russia. 

The Jan.13 reports about Flynn’s contact 
with Kislyak, first reported by The Washing- 
ton Post a day earlier, added to the growing 
concern in some Washington circles about the 
nature of the interactions between members of 
Trump’s campaign team and Russian officials. 

The Post cited an unidentified U.S. gov- 
ernment official as saying that the calls oc- 
curred on December 29. It quoted an un- 
identified Trump official as saying Flynn had 
earlier calls with Kislyak to express condol- 
ences for the shooting of Russia’s top dip- 
lomat in Turkey and the crash of a Russian 
plane carrying a famed choir. 

Trump spokesman Sean Spicer confirmed 
on January 13 that Flynn and Kislyak spoke 
by phone but said the call occurred the day 
before Obama announced the new sanctions. 

During the December 28 telephone con- 
versation, the two men discussed setting up a 


call between Trump and Putin after Trump’s 
inauguration on January 20, Spicer said. 

“The call centered around the logistics of 
setting up a call with the president of Russia 
and the president-elect after he was sworn in 
and they exchanged logistical information on 
how to initiate and schedule that call. That was 
it, plain and simple,” Spicer told reporters. 

But AP and Reuters both cited unidentified 
USS. officials as saying that Flynn and Kislyak 
spoke on December 29, when Obama an- 
nounced the new sanctions and the expulsion. 

Many observers had expected Moscow to 
retaliate to the sanctions and the expulsions 
and kick a similar number of U.S. diplomats 
out of Russia — something that happened 
routinely during the Cold War. 

Putin, however, announced that he would 
not respond tit-for-tat, a move that Trump 
praised on Twitter, calling the Russian 
president “very smart.” 

Suspicions about ties to Russia have 
dogged the Trump campaign throughout the 
election season. The campaign’s manager, 
Paul Manafort, left after news reports on his 
alleged financial dealings with the party of 
Viktor Yanukovych, the former Ukrainian 
president who was backed by the Kremlin. 

After the November 8 election, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov was quot- 
ed by the Interfax news agency as saying the 
Russian government had been in touch with 
Trump’s political team during the campaign. 

Flynn has faced criticism for his participa- 
tion last year in a gala celebration in Mos- 
cow for the government-funded TV network 
now known as RT. Photographs from the 
event showed him seated at a banquet table 
directly next to Putin. 
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James Mattis 


Trump’s national security picks - 
back tough approach to Russia 


By Mike Eckel 

(RFE/RL)—Two leading national secur- 
ity picks for Donald Trump’s incoming ad- 
ministration warned that Russia is seeking to 
disrupt U.S. and European institutions and 
advocated an aggressive military and intel- 
ligence approach to counter Moscow. 

The comments by James Mattis and Mike 
Pompeo, Trump’s picks to run the Pentagon 
and the CIA, respectively, contrast with the 
more conciliatory rhetoric toward Moscow 
that the Republican president-elect voiced 
throughout his campaign and after his elec- 
tion on November 8. 

The two nominees spoke at separate Sen- 
ate confirmation hearings on January 12, 
with both characterizing Russia as an ag- 
gressive actor that must be met with staunch 
U.S. resistance on the international stage. 

Mattis, a former Marine Corps general, 
told the Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee that Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
seeking to break up the NATO alliance and 
that Washington must confront Russian be- 
havior. 

Saying Russia has chosen fo become a 
“strategic competitor,” Mattis, 66, told law- 
makers that he does not oppose cooperation 
with Moscow but that the United States must 
remain clear-eyed about its intentions and 
actions. 

Asked about the main threats to U.S. inter- 
ests, he said: “I would consider the principal 
threats to start with Russia.” 

«Рт all for engagement, but we also have 
to recognize reality and what Russia is up 
to,”.added Mattis, who led Marine divisions 
in the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 and 
the 2003 invasion to topple Iraq’s Saddam 
Hussein. 

“There are a decreasing number of areas 
where we can engage cooperatively and an 
increasing number of areas where we are go- 
ing to have to confront Russia,” he said. 

Citing his recent visit to the three Baltic 
states — NATO members that were under 
Moscow’s domain during Soviet times — 
Senator John McCain (Republican-Arizona) 
said during the hearing that leaders there had 
pressed him to back a permanent U.S. mil- 
itary presence in the region. 

A U.S. rotating force began deploying in 
Eastern Europe in January under a program 
known as the European Reassurance Initia- 
tive launched in conjunction with NATO’s 
response to Russia’s 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. 

Asked by McCain whether Mattis sup- 
ports a permanent U.S. military presence in 
the three countries — Estonia, Lithuania, 
and Latvia — the retired general said he 
does. 

After serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Mattis, 66, became head of U.S. Central 
Command in 2010, overseeing military 
operations in the Middle East until his retire- 
ment in 2013. 

Since retiring, he has been outspoken in 
his criticism of President Barack Obama’s 
policies in the region, saying they have con- 
tributed to the rise of extremism there. 

He’s also voiced tough positions on Iran, 
as well as Russia, something that puts him at 


odds with the conciliatory stance Trump has 
expressed toward Moscow. 

Asked by lawmakers about the landmark 
deal that curtailed Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
in exchange for lifting crippling sanctions, 
Mattis criticized the agreement. 

“Sir, I would not have signed it,” he said. 

During his election campaign, Trump 
drew fire from both Republicans and Demo- 
crats for questioning the U.S. commitment 
to NATO members who don’t maintain suffi- 
cient defense spending. He has since voiced 
greater support for the alliance, saying it has 
boosted its counterterrorism efforts. 

Meanwhile, Pompeo told the Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee on January 12 that Russia 
“has reasserted itself, aggressively invading 
and occupying Ukraine, threatening Europe, 
and doing nothing to aid in the destruction 
and defeat” of Islamic State (IS) militants. 

Trump’s nomination of Pompeo, a Repub- 
lican from Kansas in the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, comes amid a mounting furor 
over Russia’s alleged attempts to help Trump 
defeat Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in 
the November 8 election. 

The U.S. intelligence community accuses 
Putin of ordering the hacking campaign, 
which included the theft and publishing of 
Democratic e-mails seen as damaging Clin- 
ton in the election. 

Trump, who says he wants to improve 
ties with Moscow, has publicly questioned 
the intelligence findings, though on January 
11 he acknowledged that Russia was likely 
behind the cyberattacks. He insists that the 
hacking had no impact on the outcome of the 
election. 

In his testimony, Pompeo firmly backed 
the U.S. intelligence conclusions about Rus- 
sian involvement, saying he attended the 
previous week’s meeting at which top U.S. 
officials briefed Trump about their classified 
report on the matter. 

“With respect to this report in particular, 
it’s pretty clear about what took place here 
— about Russian involvement in efforts to 
hack information and to have an impact on 
American democracy,” Pompeo, 53, said. 

He called the cybercampaign “an aggres- 
sive action taken by the senior leadership in- 
side of Russia.” 

Russia has repeatedly denied any involve- 
ment in the hacks targeting Clinton’s cam- 
paign and other U.S. political organizations 
and personalities. 

Mattis’s nomination as defense secretary 
had attracted concern among some mem- 
bers in Congress, due to a U.S. law barring 
military officers from becoming the civilian 
head of the Defense Department within sev- 
en years of retiring from the miiitary. 

The nearly 70-year-old law was passed to 
ensure U.S. armed forces remained under 
civilian, rather than military, leadership. 

The Senate committee ultimately voted 
24-3 for a one-time exemption to the law. 

Later on January 12, the Republican-led 
House Armed Services Committee voted 34- 
28 to grant Mattis the exemption. 

Congress passed such a waiver only once 
before, for Army General George Marshall 
in 1950. 
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Ukrainians reflect bitterly on 
‘betrayed hopes’ of Euromaidan 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Between classes in Kolkata, 
India, 17-year-old Svyatoslav Yurash was 
glued to a video stream of almost a million 
of his compatriots rallying in Ukraine’s cap- 
ital when he decided to join the protest that 
would soon swell into a revolt. 

The night before in Kyiv — оп Novem- 
ber 30, 2013 — hundreds of demonstrators, 
most of them students, had been bludg- 
eoned by riot police. The idealistic Yurash 
couldn’t stand by any longer. He flew home 
and rushed to Independence Square — bet- 
ter known as simply the Maidan. Soon, he 
would launch the influential Euromaidan PR 
agency that amplified voices from the barri- 
cades in half a dozen or so languages across 
almost as many platforms. 

Out on the Maidan, the “loss of hope” 
that had driven Yurash out of Ukraine after 
the 2010 election victory of pro-Moscow 
President Viktor Yanukovych faded. As he 
and his fellow protesters pressed their case 
for closer ties to the West and greater trans- 
parency, fighting back the ranks of riot po- 
lice, passion swelled within him. He sensed 
that his country was finally on the right track, 
which for him meant the path toward Europe 
as a thriving new democracy and away from 
Russia’s smothering sphere of influence. 

Three years later, that passion has turned 
to frustration. 

Yanukovych might be in Russian exile, 
but many of Ukraine’s would-be revolution- 
aries say they are disillusioned by the lack of 
progress and complain that the country is now 
dangerously close to being rerouted from the 
European track set out by the uprising. 

The past year has seen the collapse of the 
second post-revolutionary government and 
the departure of a number of reform-minded 
ministers and other officials. For the most 
part, they have been replaced by old-guard 
politicians — including some with close ties 
to the president, Petro Poroshenko — who 
critics say have resumed the opaque ways of 
Ukrainian politics. 

“The post-Maidan leadership has betrayed 
our hope for rebuilding Ukraine anew,” 
Yurash, now 20, tells RFE/RL. “These 
people kept the country together, but there 
has been little desire to change. Instead, 
they’ve worked in the usual corrupt way.” 

Indeed, corruption remains rampant in 
Ukraine. Moreover, prosecutors have failed to 
bring current or former senior officials to jus- 
tice for serious crimes, including the killings 
of more than 100 protesters during the unrest. 

And Ukraine’s economy is still reeling 
from the 2014 chaos and subsequent con- 
flicts with Russia and Russia-backed separa- 
tists. Its currency, the hryvna, has plunged 
to historic lows. Some three-quarters of 
Ukrainians, who make just $200 a month on 
average, consider themselves poor; almost 
82 percent think their lives are worse since 
the revolution, according to recent surveys. 

Meanwhile, the passionate idealism that 
drove many Euromaidan demonstrators to 
hit the streets three years ago, might have 
ebbed; only around 1 in 4 Ukrainians in a 
‘fresh study by pollster SOCIS expressed a 
willingness to participate in Euromaidan to- 
day. But the perception remains that some- 
thing is amiss; nearly half of respondents in 
the same poll think such a protest is “likely” 
or “very likely” in the first half of 2017. 

Chants of “Bandits out!” and “Shame!” 

— popularized during the 2013-14 uprising 
— are again being shouted during street pro- 
tests aimed at the government and president. 
More than 1,000 demonstrators at a Ukrainian 
Federation of Trade Unions rally in front of 
Ukraine’s parliament on December 8 chided 
lawmakers, saying they should be ashamed 
of themselves for not doing more to increase 
social benefits for workers as utility costs 
rise. Members of far-right groups returned to 
Independence Square on November 21, the 
anniversary of the start of the uprising, to de- 
mand the resignation of Ukraine’s “criminal” 
leadership. Kyiv, which has been ground zero 
for two revolutions in 12 years, has been rife 
for months with talk of a third revolt. 


"І have a strong feeling that if you leave 
everything as it is, awaiting us is a counterrevo- 
lution,” Mustafa Nayyem, a former journalist 
turned lawmaker whose Facebook post on 
November 21, 2013, is widely viewed as the 
catalyst for Euromaidan, as the movement 
came to be called, wrote on that same social 
media platform on its third anniversary. 

Many Ukrainians have placed the blame 
for the slow pace of progress on one person 
in particular: President Poroshenko. Several 
embittered reformers who have quit govern- 
ment accuse him and his perceived cronies 
of blocking their efforts to fight graft and 
nepotism. Most recently, a member of parlia- 
ment now in self-exile accused the president 
and his inner circle of massive corruption — 
which his administration vehemently denies. 

Aivaras Abromavicius, the Lithuan- 
іап-Богп former economy minister, quit 
Ukraine’s government in February, saying 
he wouldn’t be a “puppet” for Poroshenko 
allies, whom he accused of blocking eco- 
nomic reforms and pressuring him to appoint 
“dubious people” to senior positions in state- 
controlled companies. 

Former Georgian President Mikheil Saa- 
kashvili last month resigned from his presi- 
dential appointment as governor of Odesa in 
the south, accusing Poroshenko and his circle 
of unbridled corruption. Saakashvili ally 
Yulia Marushevska, known for her English- 
language “I am a Ukrainian” video before 
Poroshenko appointed her to head the Odesa 
customs department, tells RFE/RL that in the 
Black Sea port city she and Saakashvili found 
their “green light [to reform the region] turned 
to a red light.” Almost immediately, she says, 
they were confronted by “a complete ab- 
sence of political will and an absence of any 
real desire to change” from Poroshenko’s al- 
lies in government, especially Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Hroysman. Marushevska resigned 
a week after Saakashvili. 

Anticorruption campaigner Oleksandra 
Drik, president of the Kyiv-based Civic Lus- 
tration Committee, an NGO that monitors 
anticorruption reforms, says that Poroshenko 
and the government of Volodymyr Hroys- 
man are treading the line between making 
“just enough” changes to appease Ukraine’s 
Western backers and preserving the “old, 
corrupt system” that has enriched oligarchs 
and bled state coffers since the country’s in- 
dependence in 1991. 

Of course, some impediments are beyond 
Kyiv’s control. The ongoing, Russia-backed 
war in Ukraine’s east, which exploded in the 
weeks after Yanukovych’s ouster, and the 
Kremlin’s forcible annexation of the Cri- 
mean Peninsula, are also strangling Ukrain- 
ian reform efforts. Poroshenko announced 
during a trip to the front line on December 
6 that after 31 months of fighting, the con- 
flict had reached a grim milestone: More 
than 10,000 people, including at least 2,500 
troops and 7,500 civilians, have been killed 
since April 2014. Moscow has used the war 
as a lever to destabilize Kyiv, dialing up 
when it sees fit a war that Poroshenko has 
said costs Ukraine about $5 million a day. 

The West has sought to be supportive of 
Kyiv. But Washington and Brussels have be- 
come increasingly annoyed by the slow pace 
of reforms in Kyiv and Poroshenko’s person- 


al lack of commitment to change, two diplo- 
mats from Western embassies tell RFE/RL. 
Officials from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) visited Kyiv in November but 
left without assuring it another aid tranche, 
saying decisive steps must first be taken to 
combat corruption and prosecute and con- 
vict corrupt high-level officials. A European 
Court of Auditors report published on De- 
cember 7 said that EU funds meant to help 
Ukraine reform have had “limited impact.” 

Dmytro Shymkiv, a deputy head of the 
presidential administration, tells RFE/RL 
that keeping a steady pace is more important 
than being speedy. 

“If we stop, that’s going to be a challenge 
for the country,” he says. “I don’t think there 
is a way back.” 

It hasn’t been all gloom and doom. Ukraine 
has managed to launch new government 
anticorruption agencies, introduce electronic 
systems for the disclosure of public officials’ 
assets and public procurement, modernize its 
military, and decrease its energy dependence 
on Russia (Kyiv has not purchased Russian 
gas for over a year), among other things. 

Perhaps the most visible reform has been 
that of its police forces, infamous for being 
corrupt and violent. 

“Three years ago, we were standing 
against the police, and now we are standing 
for them,” says Kateryna Kruk, 25, an activ- 
ist who gained notice outside of Ukraine by 
informing the world of Euromaidan events 
through Twitter. 

And in December, the government adopted 
a series of landmark reforms that the current 
health minister, U.S.-born Ulana Suprun, tells 
RFE/RL will overhaul Ukraine’s notoriously 
bureaucratic and corrupt health-care system. 
Suprun, who played an instrumental role in the 
makeshift medical services provided at Euro- 
maidan, says the “revolutionary” improve- 
ments being unveiled on January 1 will guar- 
antee that all Ukrainians have access to pri- 
mary health and emergency care. 

Ukrainian officials have hoped it is all 
enough to convince the European Union that 
it is worthy of a special relationship — includ- 
ing a freshly minted deal to allow Ukrainians 
visa-free travel to the EU’s Schengen zone, a 
key demand of Euromaidan. 

But it may not be enough to convince 
many disaffected Ukrainians that there’s still 
momentum for change here. 

“The chance for real reforms died with the 
breakup of the ‘Dream Team,’” Abromavicius 
says, in a reference to the technocratic govern- 
ment that he was a part of under former Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk. It also included 
an American-born finance minister, Natalie 
Jaresko, another favorite in Washington. That 
government was ousted in April. 

Now, as 2016 rumbles to a close and Yurash 
sits in the shadow of the burned-out Trade 
Unions building that once housed his Euro- 
maidan PR operation, he says he remains opti- 
mistic, despite everything. But, he adds, he is 
disappointed in Ukraine’s leadership and what 
he sees as a squandered opportunity. 

“Those now in power don’t realize that they 
missed their chance to go down in history as 
the new Ukraine’s founding fathers,” he says. 
“Poroshenko could have been the Ukrainian 
George Washington. He’s lost that chance.” 


U.S. senators 
push for 
‘comprehensive’ 
sanctions over 
Russian hacking 


(RFE/RL)—A top U.S. Senate Republican 
says he will join with Democrats in pushing 
for “comprehensive” sanctions on Russia be- 
cause of its alleged attempts to influence the 
2016 presidential election. 

John McCain, the chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said on January 
9 that he would join Democratic Senators 
Ben Cardin and Robert Menendez in intro- 
ducing the legislation. ' 

The senators did not say what “compre- 
hensive” means, but they said the legislation 
would go beyond the sanctions on Russian 
diplomats and intelligence agencies an- 
nounced last week by the White House. 

McCain, who has called Russia’s alleged 
hacking of the election “an unprecedented 
attack on our democracy,” last month visited 
Estonia, Georgia, and Ukraine with Repub- 
lican Senator Lindsey Graham and Demo- 
cratic Senator Amy Klobuchar. They vowed 
to uphold and strengthen the sanctions on 
Russia. 

Graham said afterward that he and Mc- 
Cain would “introduce sanctions that...will 
hit them in the financial sector and the ener- 
gy sector, where they’re the weakest.” 

Cardin, the senior Democrat on the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, and other 
Democrats in Congress are also pushing for 
creation of an independent commission to 


investigate what U.S. intelligence agencies | 


say was Russia’s hacking of Democratic in- 
stitutions and leaders during the presidential 
contest between Democrat Hillary Clinton 
and Republican Donald Trump. 

However, no Republicans have endorsed 
that proposal. Republicans currently control 
both houses of Congress. 


Ukraine hires 
Washington lobbyist 


Haley Barbour, former Republican Party " 


leader and Mississippi governor, has been 
hired by the Ukrainian government to lobby 
USS. politicians, reports Reuters. 

The hiring of Barbour and his lobbying 
firm BGR Group comes at a time when U.S. 
President-elect Donald Trump’s public em- 
brace of Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has increased worries in Washington that the 
new administration may side with Russia in 
the Ukrainian dispute. 

Russia has increased its military presence 
in Ukraine since annexing the Crimean pen- 
insula in 2014. 

Barbour and BGR agreed in late Decem- 
ber to a $50,000 a month retainer to “design 
and implement a comprehensive govern- 
ment affairs and business development strat- 
egy” for the Ukraine government - including 
“arranging meetings” with U.S. officials, ac- 
cording to a disclosure filed Jan. 1 with the 
Department of Justice. 

BGR also said in the federal disclosure fil- 
ing that it “seeks to strengthen U.S.-Ukrain- 
ian relations and encourage private U.S. 
businesses to invest in Ukraine.” 

American firms that do business with for- 
eign governments are required to file disclo- 
sures with the Department of Justice detail- 
ing the work they agree to undertake and the 
amount of payment. 

A BGR representative declined to elabor- 
ate on the specifics of the agreement. 

Barbour, who served as head of the Re- 
publican National Committee from 1993 to | 
1997, co-founded BGR in 1991. He con- 
tinued to build an expansive lobbying oper- 
ation after his term as Mississippi governor 
from 2004 to 2012. 

Barbour considered running for president 
in 2012, but ultimately sat out the race. 


Barbour and BGR have also done work for = 


other foreign governments, including Kurdi- 
stan, India, South Korea and Bangladesh. 
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UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS 


Ina historic first, two of North America’s premier Ukrainian performing 
arts ensembles present an evening of song, music, dance and bandura, 
celebrating Taras Shevchenko's legacy. 
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Bandera birthday marked 


People hold flags picturing Ukrainian politician Stepan Bandera (left), the leader of 
Ukrainian nationalist resistance during World War II, and his ally Roman Shukhevych 
during a march in Kyiv on January 1. Bandera is hailed in western Ukraine as a freedom 


fighter. (AFP/Genya Savilov) 


Le Pen dismisses Ukraine blacklisting 
threat over Crimea comments 


(RFE/RL)—French presidential candi- 
date Marine Le Pen has dismissed Ukraine’s 
threat to bar her from entering the country 
following her assertion that Russia’s annexa- 
tion of Crimea was not illegal. 

“Marine Le Pen had no intention of going 
there anyway. This issue will be solved via dip- 
lomatic channels when she becomes president 
of the Republic,” a spokesman for Le Pen told 
the Reuters news agency on January 4. 

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry earlier 
had threatened to blacklist Le Pen, saying 
she had shown “disrespect for the sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity of Ukraine.” 

In a TV interview on January 3, the leader 
of the National Front party said: “I absolute- 
ly disagree that it was an illegal annexation.” 
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"А referendum was held and residents of 
Crimea chose to rejoin Russia,” said Le Pen, 
who is running in the April 17 presidential 
election on a platform that includes forging 
stronger ties with Russia. 

Russian forces swept into the Black Sea 
peninsula in February 2014 and a month 
later organized a referendum in which more 
than 95 percent of Crimean voters backed 
joining Russia. 

“J see no grounds whatsoever to question 
this referendum,” Le Pen said, adding that 
she views Crimea as a part of Russia. 

The United States and European Union 
branded the referendum as “farcical” and 
have insisted that Crimea’s annexation from 
Ukraine was illegal. 
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